
Sin And My Relationships 

Introduction:  (Scripture Reading:  I Corinthians 5:8-13) 

 

A.  Our Relationships When Brethren Choose To Live In Sin: 

 1.  The Problem:  Sexual Immorality  

  a. Paul was shocked!  Reports were coming in that a man there had his father’s wife. That’s a delicate 

   way to put it isn’t it? He was committing sexual immorality with his father’s wife. It was likely 

   his step mother. Could have been acts of fornication or he actually had married her.  The 

   language seems to indicate he married her – “has his father’s wife” & “who did such a thing” 

  b. Now remember Corinth was a city filled with idolatry and sexual immorality was very common in 

   idolatrous practices. Corinth was the location of the main temple of Aphrodite, a goddess of 

   beauty, love, & procreation.  She was the patroness of prostitutes.  Her temple on the  

   Acrocorinthus had over 1,000 hierodules.  Fornication was a common part of their religion. 

  c. The idolatry certainly impacted their culture and so sexual immorality would have been the norm.  

   The church at Corinth was full of people who left such a lifestyle behind when they came to 

   Christ in salvation.  Such sexual immorality was supposed to be something in their past, but 

   this man has allowed it to return to his present (See I Corinthians 6:9-11) 

  d. But notice what Paul says, this was something even those people wouldn’t do!  Even the pagans 

   would frown upon this man for having his father’s wife.  The Christian’s standard is not the 

   world but when the world recognizes something is immoral God’s people better wake up!  

 2.  The Way The Church Was Handling It:  Bizarre Pride (I Corinthians 5:2, 6-8) 

  a. With such sin continuing without repentance, you would think feelings of shame and humility  

   would have permeated the group, but instead they were proud.   

  b. Surely they weren’t running around bragging about the immorality, so what was it?   

   1) Remember how this church was very focused on their spiritual gifts, especially speaking in 

    tongues.  I believe they were boastful of their gifts and felt like a great church  

    because of their gifts.  They likely ignored the presence of sin because they trusted in 

    the gifts they had.  They could point to their worship service & say, “Certainly God is 

    among us!”  So their pride would have given a false sense of strength 

   2) Another possibility is that they took pride in their love and unity.  Perhaps they saw  

    themselves as the kind of church where everyone was welcome.  Perhaps they  

    worked hard at not being judgmental.  If this is the case, they took pride in their  

    acceptance but this pride became their fall.  Pride gave a false sense of strength 

  b. They should have mourned.  The man who was living in sin should have mourned over his  

   condition.  His brethren should have mourned because Satan was winning the war for their 

   brother’s soul.  The church should have mourned over the presence of sin (James 4:9) 

  c. Because of their attitude and lack of action, they were putting the whole church at risk.   This one 

   man’s sin could have corrupted the whole church just like a little leaven does to a lump of 

   bread.  It doesn’t take much leaven… just a little… and everything around it changes.  The 

   church ought to be a safe-haven where people are encouraged to godliness, righteousness, 

   and spirituality… but this church became a place where immorality was encouraged.  I doubt 

   anyone said, “Hey we all need to be more immoral…” but the attitude & lack of action said it 

  d. Paul uses an illustration they understood – Impact of leaven in bread.  It only takes a little leaven 

   to completely change the nature of the bread.  It works its way spreading through the whole 

   lump.  Sin is like leaven in a church.  You cannot ignore it because it slowly spreads through. 



  e. Verses 7-8 seem to be a reference to the L.S.  What other festival would these Christians be  

   celebrating with Christ as the focus?  Paul’s point was simple… The nature of their local  

   church should resemble the bread they used in the Lord’s Supper… It should be without  

   leaven, without sin.  Yes we all sin… but harboring continual unashamed sin is different!  

  f. This church kind of reminds me of the church at Thyatira that Jesus spoke to in Revelation.  They 

   were doing some things very well in the name of the Lord, but they were allowing someone 

   Jesus referred to as Jezebel impact the church negatively with her teaching and immorality.  

   Christians gave in to sexual immorality & idolatry because of her.  Why not stop it? (Rev 2:20) 

 3.  The Solution Paul Gave:  Withdrawing Fellowship (1 Corinthians 5:3-5, 7, 9, 11, 13) 

  a. When they came together they were to deliver this brother to Satan… This sounds harsh!  Why 

       would you want to turn anyone over to Satan?  A temporary measure for eternal good 

   1) First of all, this is the direction the brother insists to go in by refusing to repent.   

   2) Second, you do it with hope that he would be saved.  The idea is that you let him go on 

    down the path of the devil and reap the consequences.  In time, as he reaps the fruit 

    of serving under the control of Satan instead of Christ, he may come to his senses  

   3) What is this destruction of the flesh?  Sin is destructive.  The worst destruction is spiritual 

    and we cannot really see it… but it also brings really bad negative physical results 

    into our life.  From broken relationships, heartache, to physical pain and more. 

   4) If the brother comes to see first what he is losing and then what the end result of a life of 

    sin looks like, he may be moved to repentance.  This is the goal of the discipline. 

  b. Their instruction to “cleanse out the old leaven” indicates some sort of removal.  Paul even used 

   the strong phrase “purge the evil person from among you.”  I don’t think Paul means that 

   they physically pick him up and carry him out, that they put body guards at the door, but 

   rather he is removed from among their number in fellowship.  This is seen by the next point… 

  c. They were to no longer associate with the brother  This  church was to take something away 

   from their brother to try to shake him up.  What they were to remove was their fellowship.  

   They could no longer associate with him as they had before.  They could no longer go on 

   acting like nothing was wrong.  They had to “withdraw” from him.  They were not to eat with 

   him… eating a meal with fellow saints is about more than just food.  This brother had to  

   know that his continuing in sin was costing him his fellowship with his spiritual family.   

   Because he was no longer walking in the light, that fellowship ceased (1 John 1:7) 

  d. It’s important to know that church discipline worked!  Well, church discipline always works when 

   done correctly.  It works because even if the brother doesn’t repent, the church has followed 

   God’s will, the church has done all they can to reach the fallen one, & the church has acted to 

   prevent the spread of sin in its midst.  But in this case there’s more… The brother repented.  

   He repented genuinely.  He experienced real sorrow for his sin & turned away. (2 Cor. 2:5-8) 

  e. This isn’t the only time what we call “church discipline” is discussed… Jesus instructed it for dealing 

   with a brother who sins against another and refuses to repent (Matthew 18:15-17) and Paul 

   instructed it to be done when one who is given to gossip and will not repent (2 Thess 3:6-15) 

  f. We aren’t told exactly what this looked like but enough indicators are there  They certainly tried 

   to get him to repent.  As he refused, when they assembled as a church they had to make 

   some kind of public acknowledgement of his situation and let it be known their fellowship 

   with him was being “withdrawn.”  They’d then have to change how they acted toward him. 

 4.  The Application For Today:  Church Discipline  

  a. This subject is not a popular… This is easily seen by the way people get uneasy when you bring it 

   up and the way very few churches are willing to practice it.  But this is a Biblical practice & 

   Biblical churches will practice it when the situation arises.  It hurts, but it must be done! 



  b. We cannot avoid church discipline because we don’t like it, because we don’t think it will work, or 

   because it may upset some people.  Remember Ananias and Sapphira?  In a type of discipline 

   God struck them dead.  It was in the aftermath of that event that the church grew greatly.  

   Our job is to follow God’s word, be a Biblical church, & trust Him with results (Acts 5:11, 14) 

  c. When this is done, we must remember he is still our brother.  He must be treated with love and 

   kindness.  You do not withdraw then forget about him… you continually seek to restore him.  

   You do no avoid contact with him.  You might even increase your contact.  While you may 

   not “hang out together” as before, you remain a part of his life! (2 Thessalonians 3:15) 

  d. What kinds of sins do you withdraw over?   

   1) Some people would suggest that it has to be some great sin of immorality.  There are  

    some who only withdraw over adultery, fornication, or sinful divorce. 

   2) But Jesus spoke of “church discipline” in relation to a brother sinning against another  

    brother. The Thessalonians were to withdraw over gossip. To the Corinthians Paul 

    included the sexually immoral, greedy, idolatrous, revilers, drunkards, & swindlers 

   3) So the pattern seems to be any person who is continuing to live in sin, no matter what the 

    sin might be.  They’re to be urged to repent but if they will not, you must take action 

   4) Who do you not withdraw from?  You don’t withdraw from a brother or sister who is  

    struggling.  You don’t withdraw from one who is weak.  You don’t withdraw from one 

    who is working through doubts.  It’s the one willfully living in sin who won’t repent! 

  e. What if I know a brother who is living in sin but he hasn’t been withdrawn from?  I don’t think  

   there’s an exact answer for this… but wouldn’t the principles still apply?  Could you not  

   “note” him and stop keeping company with him as if nothing was wrong?  Could you not let 

   him know that you are doing it and why?  Paul’s words to the Thessalonians do not speak of 

   an assembly action like in 1 Corinthians 5.   It could very well be that 1 Thessalonians 3:6-15 

   applies for the individual as well as the church.  Individuals can certainly do each thing. 

  f. What if a person withdraws themselves?  Does the church still practice church discipline?  This is 

      something that people are divided over and I’m not sure I have a perfect answer    

   1) Some contend that in the cases of church discipline it is always over a Christian who is still 

    active in the life and work of the local church.  This is certainly true. 

   2) So some conclude that if a person just “quits” or even makes their desire to no longer be a 

    part of the local church known, that you do not withdraw from them.  They argue 

    “How can you withdraw from a person who has already withdrawn from you?” 

   3) Whether you take this position or not, couldn’t the church still make some sort of public 

    notification of the brother or sister’s status?  With awareness the church may  

    increase their efforts to reach them and know not to treat him/her the same way. 

  g. Here’s the point… When a brother or sister in Christ chooses to live in sin we must take action and 

   urge them to return to God.  If they will not return to God, then we must do something more 

   drastic.  We must refrain from enjoying fellowship with them anymore.  We cannot go on 

   acting like they aren’t living in sin.  Things aren’t the same.  The relationship is severed due to 

   sin!  While this isn’t easy, it must be done out of love in an effort to save their soul!  

 

B.  Our Relationships When The World Chooses To Live In Sin:  

 1.  Avoiding The Wrong Conclusion:  What About The World? (1 Corinthians 5:9-10) 

  a. Paul had evidently already written a letter to these Christians.  Perhaps he already knew about the 

   sexual immorality in that local church because he had told them not to associate with  

   sexually immoral people.  Paul expected they’d get the point, but they got the wrong point.  

  b. Instead of “withdrawing fellowship” from the brother who was living in sin, they withdrew  



   themselves from the world around them.  They started breaking off their relationships with 

   sinful people of the world they saw as immoral.  Ironically, they didn’t do this to their brother 

  c. If they applied what Paul said to the world, they’d be presented with an impossible task… They’d 

   have to withdraw from EVERYONE around them.  They would have to live a commune  

   lifestyle completely isolated from the world.  They couldn’t hold down regular jobs, shop at 

   the market, gather with family, engage in recreational groups… why? Sinful people are there!  

  d. Why would these Christians have misunderstood Paul and applied his words so inconsistently?  

   1) Their judgment was unrighteous.  Held their brother to a lesser standard than the world 

   2) They had to see their brother differently than they saw the world.  Their brother got a pass 

    because he was a Christian.  If anything he should’ve been held to a higher standard.  

    This kind of judgment demanded a proud, self-righteous, and hypocritical spirit. 

   3) I think about the way so many Jews viewed the Gentiles here.  Some Jews would live just 

    like the Gentiles, but saw themselves as better than the Gentiles because Jews were  

    God’s chosen people.  Because they were circumcised, had the law, and worshipped 

    at Jerusalem they saw themselves as good.  A different standard (Romans 2:1-4) 

 2.  God’s People Have No Business Judging Those Who Are Outside (I Corinthians 5:11-13) 

  a. We need to understand that the word “judge” has more than one meaning.  In today’s culture the 

   word “judge” carries the connotation of condemning.  People say, “Don’t judge me.”  They 

   aren’t talking as much about whether you decide to be around them, but whether you  

   approve or disapprove of their lifestyle or beliefs.   

  b. What Paul means by “judge” here is determined by the context.  He had been talking about church 

   discipline, the withdrawal of fellowship from a brother or sister who willfully lives in sin and 

   refuses to repent.  This is what he means by judge.  The judging they were doing was the 

   taking of action against a person who is living in sin… the withdrawing of fellowship. 

  c. They were not supposed to try to withdraw fellowship from the world.  Ultimately they couldn’t 

   withdraw fellowship from the world because they didn’t have fellowship with the world.  

   Paul didn’t want them to stop eating with the world and otherwise associating with the  

   world.  This wasn’t what he was talking about and would’ve been a virtually impossible task!  

  d. Be careful about taking Paul’s words out of context.  You can twist what he says so much that you 

   come out thinking you aren’t to associate with immoral Christians, but we can enjoy  

   friendships with immoral people of the world carte blanche.  Paul addresses this elsewhere 

 3.  Paul’s words to the Corinthians mirror the teaching of Jesus as He prayed for His disciples (John 17:14-20) 

  a. As Jesus prays, He focuses on a difficult reality His disciples would face… Living a sanctified life in a 

   sinful world couple with opposition from the devil.  Jesus experienced this firsthand Himself.  

   When we get discouraged, frustrated, and struggle with this reality we need to know that 

   Jesus understands, He has compassion for us, He has prayed for us, & He gives grace!  

  b. It is not the will of Jesus that we be removed from the world.  He wants us in the world.  He wants 

   His disciples living among people of the world and interacting with them.   This isn’t without 

   purpose.  Jesus has SENT us into the world.  We are there to influence as salt and light.  

  c. Our struggle is this:  Living in the world without becoming part of the world.  There’s an old saying, 

   “As long as the ship is in the water, everything is alright. When the water gets in the ship, 

   there is big trouble.”   

  d. Don’t lose sight of what Jesus is praying for… He’s praying for our sanctification.  He’s not praying 

   for us to be in the world, that’s the reality that is causing Jesus to pray for us.  His prayer is 

   for our sanctification knowing the struggle that is while living in the world.  So as we talk 

   about relationships with people living in sin we must make sure that whatever we do, our 

   relationship with them is not costing us our sanctification.  If my relationship hurts my  

   sanctification, it’s contrary to Jesus’ prayer and His purpose for turning me loose in the world 



 4.  Don’t throw caution to the wind as you consider how sin affects your relationships.   While we don’t  

       withdraw from the world there are other principles and passages to consider: 

  a. 1 Corinthians 15:33; 2 Corinthians 6:14, 17; I Peter 4:3-4; Proverbs 22:24-25  

  b. While we are not to withdraw fellowship from the world we cannot build relationships with the 

   world as if nothing was wrong.  Something is wrong.  The world has different values, ideals, 

   & purposes. The world is going a different direction. We don’t have fellowship with the world 

  c. This requires judging people.  Paul isn’t condemning all judging in 1 Corinthians 5.  He’s dealing 

   with a specific kind of judgment.  When it comes to the world, God will deal with them.  But 

   this doesn’t mean we aren’t to make any judgments about the world.  You can’t evangelize 

   without making judgments about a person and you can’t limit the influence of worldly people 

   without judging their lifestyle as being worldly. 

  d. Contrary to popular belief, Jesus didn’t condemn judging.  He condemned self-righteous and  

   superficial judging.  He commanded us to make righteous judgments.  He gave us instructions 

   we can only carry out if we make some judgments.  However you seek to apply Paul’s words 

   about the world in 1 Corinthians 5, you can’t apply them in a way that dismisses these truths 

   (Matthew 7:1, 5-6; Matthew 7:15-16, 20; John 7:24) 

 5.  The Application For Today:  Relationships With The World 

  a. Worldly people act like worldly people.  This statement isn’t shocking, but it is something we have 

   to remember.  Because we are in the world our relationships with others will be plagued by 

   sin.  Sometimes as we build relationships we forget the world is the world.  This not only 

   causes us to fail to try to reach them with the gospel, but causes us to let our guard down 

  b. Who is of the world?  It’s not just those we see as grossly immoral.  It can be people we are close 

   to.  It can be people who the world considers good moral people.  It can even be religious 

   people. The world is anyone who is not walking in fellowship with God.   

  c. So what do we do?  We can’t pull ourselves out of the world.  Some Christians have sought to do 

   that.  The limit any connections they have with lost people.  That’s not the answer.  That’s 

   not God’s will for us.  He wants us out there living among hoping to save them (Phil 2:14-15)  

  d. We must make sure that as we interact with people living in sin, that we do not give them the 

   impression that we condone their sinful decisions or their erroneous religious beliefs.  It is 

   easy to lose sight of this as we try to be nice, accepting, & non-judgmental (Romans 1:32) 

 


