
RRReeemmmeeemmmbbbeeerrr   YYYooouuurrr   CCCrrreeeaaatttooorrr   IIInnn                                                

TTThhheee   DDDaaayyysss   OOOfff   YYYooouuurrr   YYYooouuuttthhh   
 

IIInnntttrrroooddduuuccctttiiiooonnn:::  (Scripture Reading:  Ecclesiastes 11:9-12:1) 

 

HHHooowww   YYYooouuu   CCCaaannn   RRReeemmmeeemmmbbbeeerrr   YYYooouuurrr   CCCrrreeeaaatttooorrr   IIInnn   YYYooouuurrr   YYYooouuuttthhh:::    

A.  By honoring and obeying your parents: 

 1.  From the day that Adam and Eve had two sons named Cain and Abel, children have had to honor and obey 

       their parents.  Why should you do it?  Because it is right!  (Ephesians 6:1-3)  

  a. Have you ever had your parents tell you to do something and you asked, “Why?” and they said, 

   “Because I said so!” � That’s annoying isn’t it!  You want a reason… All you want to do is 

   understand.   But, they are right!  You honor & obey them just because its right.   

  b. Your parents don’t have to give you a reason for everything they say.  In fact, it’s good that you 

   learn to obey without having to have a reason.  It prepares you for life and for serving God!  

  c. Obeying is simple, but what does it mean to honor your parents?  

   1) To honor them means to value them greatly and treat them like you value them greatly 

   2) They deserve your honor because they are raising you to be Christians, because they  

    brought you into this world, because they are your parents, because of their age and 

    experience, because of all they do for you, because of their love for you, and more!  

   3) Be careful not only in how you treat your parents, but in what you say.  Don’t say angry or 

    mean things to them… Don’t talk down about them to your friends! 

  d. Sometimes it won’t be easy to honor and obey your parents, but do it anyway.  In those moments 

   remember that by choosing to honor and obey them, you are choosing to honor and obey 

   God!   Really, it’s not just about pleasing your parents… it’s about pleasing God!    

 2.  Another verse says that children are to obey their parents in everything (Col. 3:20) 

  a. This means you cannot pick and choose what you will obey and what you won’t obey.  It doesn’t 

   matter if you don’t like it, if it doesn’t make sense, or if it’s not fair… you have to obey!  

  b. You have to submit to them – This doesn’t just mean you obey them, but you do it with a humble 

   heart.  Like if you are told to clean your room and they have to force you to do it, you throw 

   things around, grumbling the whole time, and being bitter… You obeyed, but didn’t submit 

  c. Submissive obedience is immediate, without complaining, complete, without excuse or argument 

 3.  You should honor and obey your parents simply because it is right.  But what you may not realize is that 

       how you honor and obey your parents will impact how you honor and obey God!  

  a. Your parents job is to raise you in such a way that you will love and obey God.  At first you don’t 

   understand God, but you understand parents.  As you grow up they require that you honor 

   and obey them and as you learn about God you apply that honor and obedience to God.  

  a. You learn about respecting authority, obeying those who are over you, and submission from your 

   parents.  If you don’t obey, honor, & respect them you will have a hard time doing it for God! 

  c. To the parents:  Remember that the way you raise your children will impact the way they respond 

   to God.  This is why it’s crucial that they understand the importance of these qualities.  
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B.  Through developing a faith that is your own: 

 1.  Solomon had many wise things to say to young people.   In one of his teachings, he told young people to 

       have fun while they are young, but don’t forget their Creator!  (Ecclesiastes 11:9-12:1) 

  a. Do you get what Solomon is saying?  He is saying, “Have fun!  Enjoy life!” – You may not think the 

   preacher would say that, right?  Solomon even said to go and do what you want to do… do 

   the things you enjoy.  God designed your youth so that you can enjoy it… have fun!  

  b. But while you are out having fun, don’t forget to think eternal!  Don’t forget that there will be a 

   judgment day.  So don’t get caught up in sinful things while you are having fun.   

  c. To the parents:  Youth is not a time to sow the wild oats.  Youth is not an excuse for making sinful 

   decisions.  Yes, they are going to mess up, but that doesn’t make it okay.  We are sending the 

   wrong message when we excuse bad decisions on the basis of youth! 

  d. He says it’s important to start serving God while you’re young since it gets harder as you get older.  

   1) He talks about all the difficulties that accompany getting older.  You can’t do as much as 

    you used to, you don’t have the energy you used to, even your memory isn’t as good. 

   2) You will have an easier time learning God’s word while you are younger.  If you commit to 

    knowing the Bible well now, you will have an easier time learning it later on!  

   3) If you start serving God when you are younger you will make it a habit in your life.  This 

    will make serving God, obeying Him, and staying faithful to Him easier later in life!  

 2.  It is crucial that while you are young you start developing your own personal faith (2 Timothy 1:5) 

  a. Why did you get up and come to church today?  For many of you it’s because your parents made 

   you, right?  Right now they are making a lot of the spiritual decisions for you.   

  b. Eventually your parents won’t be there pushing you to serve God, then what?  Will you still do it?  

 3.  Part of developing a faith that is your own is becoming spiritually active.  Get involved!  While you are 

       young, do things that are about serving God (1 Timothy 4:12) 

  a. Imagine what the Bible would have been like if all the kids and young people had chosen to wait 

   until they were fully grown ups to serve God… There would be no story of David and Goliath!  

   There would be no story of Daniel and his three friends!  Jesus would not have gone into the 

   temple to teach the elders when he was 12.  Samuel wouldn’t have answered God’s call.  

  b. Serving God is not something that is just for old people.  God wants praise for old men and women 

   as well as young men and maidens (Psalm 148).  And sadly, many people aren’t very active 

   and involved as “grown-ups” because they didn’t start doing it when they were younger!  

  c. What can you do?  Talk to friends about the Bible… read the Bible & pray personally… if you are a 

   guy and have obeyed the gospel start serving in the assemblies… stand for truth, justice, and 

   godliness… do things that serve others… show love. 

 

C.  By committing yourself to living godly in this ungodly world:    

 1.  One of the challenges of being young is facing peer pressure and worldly influences (1 Cor 15:33)   

 2.  There are many young people in the Bible who stood for what’s right.  Some of the most well known are 

       four young men known as Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah:  

  a. Background:  These four guys are enjoying their childhood.  They’re probably in their middle teens. 

   I am sure they are looking ahead to their future and making plans.  Then suddenly a foreign 

   army comes into town, destroys their city, and takes them into captivity in Babylon.    

  b. God had given specific commands for Jews about what they could and could not eat.  Certain kinds 

   of meat and other food was against God’s law and thus sinful.   As they are being forced to 



   live in Babylon and serve in the king’s palace, some of this bad food was set before them and 

   they were commanded to eat.   They had a decision:  Obey God or obey the king?  

  c. If they obeyed God, they could know they were doing what was right, but they’d risk being put in 

   prison or even killed by the king.  If they obeyed the king, they’d stay out of prison and not 

   risk their lives, but they’d have to live with a guilty conscience knowing they disobeyed God. 

  d. But the decision had already been made.  They decided long before this even that they would not 

   do anything God forbid.  The Bible tells us that they purposed in their heart (Daniel 1:8) 

  d. This was just the first of many tests for Daniel and his three friends.  There would be more  

   temptations  and pressure placed upon them to go against their convictions and break the 

   law of God.  The commitment they made when they were teenagers blazed a path of  

   faithfulness for them to follow!   What if they hadn’t decided that when they were young?  

 3.  As you serve God in your youth, you will have to resist the temptation to “conform to the world” – In    

       other words, you will have fight against becoming like people who aren’t serving God! (Rom 12:1-2) 

  a. Whether you are a boy or a girl, you face the pressures and temptations to be “cool.”  It doesn’t 

   feel good to not fit in, to not be liked, and to be seen as odd.  But I hope you are different!  

  b. Sometimes you can dress in style and do things that are popular and not be doing anything that is 

   wrong, but when it is wrong we have to be okay with not being different.  Whether it’s the 

   clothes you wear, the jokes you tell, the language you speak, the places you go 

  c. Paul says not to be conformed but be transformed.  It’s the idea of a chameleon & butterfly…  

  d. When I see young people that are consumed with being cool, I worry for them.  Because they are 

   more concerned with what people think about then than about what God wants from them!  


