
Freedom In Christ 
Introduction:  (Scripture Reading:  John 8:31-36) 
 

A.  Jesus Sets Us Free  
 1.  People who don’t understand bondage don’t appreciate their freedom as much.   So it’s important today, 

      whether you are in Christ or outside of Christ, that you see the bondage there (Eph. 2:1-3; Rom 6:18-23) 

  a. We all are thankful for our freedom in this country.  But how much?  How often do we thank God 

   for it?  What about our founding fathers or a returned POW?  Who is it that appreciates their 

   spiritual freedom the most?  One who understands the captivity they’ve been released from 

  b. Spiritual bondage is a place of death… Separation from God.  It’s being lost.  It’s having no  

   fellowship, no hope, and no eternal life.  We are alone in our guilt of sin with no answer for it 

  c. Spiritual bondage is a place of captivity… Those in it think they are enjoying doing their own thing, 

   that no one is ruling over them, but this is far from the case.  In fact, passions and desires 

   master them.  The devil owns them. They’re just following the lead of every other lost person 

  d. Spiritual bondage is a place of unrighteousness… Sin leads to more sin which leads to more sin.  

   There is no answer because we don’t have Jesus.  We become slaves to our sin.   Our minds, 

   hearts, hands, feet, eyes, and lips are taken captive to work things that are wicked.  

  e. Spiritual bondage is a place of dead ends.  It’s like living a life of death which leads to more death.  

   And it is really what we deserve.  We’ve made the decisions.  It’s our wages.  

 2.  This bondage and slavery would be all we would know if it weren’t for the love and work of Jesus!  

  a. As we celebrate the fourth of July, we not only celebrate our freedom, but we remember those 

   who fought and died to make this freedom possible.   As they say, freedom is never free!  

  b. In order to grant and secure our freedom, Jesus made the ultimate sacrifice.  He didn’t just give up 

   His life so we could live, He subjected Himself to being tortured, mocked, and made a public 

   spectacle.  Jesus paid it all so we could be set free from bondage! (Romans 7:24-8:3) 

  c. Jesus also has provided us freedom through truth.  The key here is abiding in His word.  People’s 

   lives are filled with so many problems.  So many problems are unnecessary.  If people follow 

   His word, abiding in it, the truth of Jesus sets them free.  And He is the Truth! (John 8:31-32) 

  d. Jesus has provided us freedom from the law of sin and death.  The law of sin and death is simple… 

   you sin, you die.  Condemnation results. It first occurred with Adam in the Garden & it occurs 

   whenever men choose sin. Jesus gives the answer to our unsolvable dilemma! (Rom 5:17-20) 

  e. Jesus has provided us freedom through His example – How hard would it be to face life, pleasing 

   God and doing what’s right, without having Jesus’ example to fall back on?  Life itself can feel 

   like a prison as we struggle through making decisions.  Jesus sets us free! (Heb. 2:10, 15) 

  f. Other people would have died for our salvation. I know Paul would’ve because he said he was  

   willing to be accursed (Hell) if it meant his countrymen’s salvation.  Jesus wasn’t the only one 

   who would have died for us, but He is the only one who could have died for us! 

 3.  Jesus is the embodiment of the Year of Jubilee the Jews enjoyed under the law of Moses (Lev. 25:10-13) 

  a. Every 49th year (some say it’s the 50th year), the Israelites were supposed to observe a special  

   Sabbath year called the year of Jubilee.  Like an entire year of Sabbaths.  An exciting time! 

  b. Everything was to rest… people, land, and animals.  Debts would be totally forgiven.  Land and 

   property given up by families for debt was restored.   Those who had been forced to sell  

   themselves into slavery were set free.  LIBERTY would be proclaimed throughout the land! 

  c. One day, Jesus walked into a synagogue, picked up a scroll and read from Isaiah a prophecy about 

   the year of the Lord’s favor, the year of Jubilee.  His words were simple but powerful… Today 
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   this is fulfilled among you!  Jesus was declaring this year of Jubilee had come.  Jesus was  

   declaring He was their Jubilee.  He was declaring liberty for them and us! (Luke 4:16-21) 

  d. Jesus preached good news to the poor, freedom for the captives, sight to the blind, liberty for the 

   oppressed, and to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.  The spiritual meaning is obvious!  

  e. So many people flocked to Jesus.  Why?  Because this is what He was bringing to their lives.  He did 

   solve some people’s physical issues, but it was a spiritual freedom that attracted people  

   most and kept them there.  So many were hurting, lost, and in darkness.  Jesus freed them!  

  f. Some believe the Year Of Jubilee took place in Jesus’ life.  He lived 33 years, so there is a 33 in 50 

   chance it did.  Some point to His birth, some His ministry’s start, and some His death.   

   Regardless, Jesus lived the Jubilee concept didn’t He!  Must’ve been an exciting time to live! 

 4.  It is at the moment of baptism into Jesus in which a person is set free in Jesus (Romans 6:3-7) 

  a. Follow the progression here:  When you are baptized into Jesus you are baptized into His death.  

   We are buried with Him by baptism so we can be raised by the glory of the Father to walk in 

   newness of life.  When a person has done this, their old self is crucified so we won’t be  

   enslaved to sin any longer.  If you’ve died you have been set free from sin. 

  b. So according to this, when do we experience freedom from sin?  Is it at the moment of belief?  Is it 

   the moment of a prayer?  Is it the moment of desiring to be saved?  Baptism is the moment! 

  c. Notice that it is after a person is baptized into Christ by faith that they become freed from sin and 

   death and are made able to present themselves to God as members of righteousness.   

  d. I preach so hard about baptism because we live in a religious culture that has relegated baptism to 

   a symbol of a salvation that has already occurred. That is NOT what the Bible teaches about 

   baptism!  I emphasize baptism because God says it’s the point at which we become free from 

   sin, we become alive to God, and we have new life.  It is a message our world needs to hear! 

  e. Think about the Ethiopian Eunuch.  Here was a man traveling along.  Philip teaches him from Isaiah 

   about Jesus.  Evidently in preaching Jesus to him, Philip also preached baptism because Philip 

   sees water and with excitement asks to be baptized.  After his baptism he went on his way 

   rejoicing.  Why?  Because he had been saved!  He had been set free from sin and he knew it! 

 

B.  Exercising Our Freedom 
 1.  In Jesus, we enjoy many incredible freedoms.  He death and resurrection grants us citizenship in the   

      kingdom of Heaven which comes with rights and privileges (Ephesians 1:2-3; Hebrews 4:16) 

  a. So many tend to think of religion in terms of “Thou Shalt Nots” but in Christ there are so many 

   “Thou Shalts…”    Blessings in Christ that we can exercise with freedom.   

  b. Think about prayer  Now there’s examples of God hearing the cries of the lost, but only those 

   who have fellowship with Him have the promise of God’s ear.  Because of Christ we have the 

   privilege of going before God’s throne with boldness.  Confident that we are heard.   

  c. What would you think of a United States citizen who lived as though he was under the rule of a 

   tyrant dictator?   What if we didn’t travel about as free… didn’t worship and spread the  

   gospel like we have the freedom… exercise our right to vote, bear arms, etc…  How much 

   more if we don’t enjoy our rights and freedoms in Christ?  We become a miserable people!  

  d. There is a noticeable demeanor that accompanies those who are free.  There is a way free people 

   act, think, and talk.  If we don’t have a spirit of freedom, why would those living in the  

   darkness of bondage want to change?  (Rom 8:15; 1 Pet 2:16) 

 2.  Since Christ has set us free and granted us these incredible blessings to enjoy, why would we choose to 

      return to the bondage a person has outside of Christ?  

  a. When we allow sin to dwell in our lives, we are choosing slavery over freedom (Romans 6:16-17) 

  b. When we allow other things to rule over us, captivity awaits (2 Peter 2:19) 

  c. When we approach salvation with a works based mentality, we return to bondage (Gal. 5:1-4) 



  d. When other things become gods to us, we lose our freedom (Gal. 4:8) 

 3. There are some people here I hurt for.  People who I see whose walk with God is limited because their legs 

  are chained by sin… Whose service is strangled by worldliness… Whose hope is grounded because of 

  a lack of commitment.  I see people all the time who don’t enjoy being a Christian and who don’t live 

  that blessed assurance.  LIVE FREE!   

 

 

When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which have 

connected them with another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to 

which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires 

that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation… 

 

We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of America, in General Congress, Assembled, appealing to 

the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name, and by Authority of the good 

People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and declare, That these United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be Free 

and Independent States; that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political 

connection between them and the State of Great Britain, is and ought to be totally dissolved; and that as Free and 

Independent States, they have full Power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce, and 

to do all other Acts and Things which Independent States may of right do. And for the support of this Declaration, 

with a firm reliance on the protection of divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes 

and our sacred Honor. 


