
CCCooonnnvvveeerrrsssaaatttiiiooonnnsss   WWWiiittthhh   JJJeeesssuuusss   

LLLeeessssssooonnnsss   AAAbbbooouuuttt   SSShhhaaarrriiinnnggg   OOOuuurrr   FFFaaaiiittthhh   WWWiiittthhh   OOOttthhheeerrrsss   AAAnnnddd   BBBuuuiiillldddiiinnnggg   

RRReeelllaaatttiiiooonnnssshhhiiipppsss   TTThhhrrrooouuuggghhh   WWWhhhiiiccchhh   WWWeee   CCCaaannn   IIImmmpppaaacccttt   OOOttthhheeerrrsss   
   

   IIINNNTTTRRROOODDDUUUCCCTTTIIIOOONNN:::          

 A.  There is something that all of us do on a daily basis and yet many of us feel we aren’t very good at it… 

       communication.  This is especially true about communicating God’s word and our faith to others: 

  1.  We all could make long lists of people that we would like to share our faith with.  People that we 

   would like to teach the gospel.   But in many cases, we don’t.  At least not like we should.  

  2.  I don’t think the issue is a lack of desire to have that conversation or being too ashamed to do it.  

  3.  I think in many cases we just lack the confidence… we make it harder than it has to be… we don’t 

   know where to start… we’re afraid of messing it up… we don’t know how to approach people 

  4.  What we need is to spend more time with Jesus… more time at the feet of the Master Teacher… 

   not just learning what Jesus taught, but how He reached people.   The apostles did this and 

   as a result people later observed them and could tell they had been with Jesus (Acts 4:13) 

 B.  So we are going to study Jesus… to learn from Him as He conversed with people on a daily basis about 

       the truth, the kingdom, & serving God.  Hopefully it will give us much needed knowledge & confidence!  

  1.  I am afraid that many people have a bad misconception about the way Jesus lived and taught.   

   a. Some picture Jesus as a dignified looking and moving man, adorned in a wise man’s robe, 

    keeping himself aloof from the common man, walking about with a crowd of people 

    following Him with looks of eager expectation plastered on their faces, just waiting 

    on Jesus to turn around and give them a catchy teaching that’d blow their minds.   

   b. This better fits the religious leaders of that day who went to great artificial lengths to  

    make themselves look religious, taught expectations based more on scripture than 

    truth, and created a sterile environment free from weak and struggling people 

   c. Jesus lived as a common man.  He took time for people and spent time with people.  He 

    got to know people personally… their struggles and their needs.  While He taught 

    some formal sermons, much of His teaching was more personal and intimate.  In 

    conversations.  So Jesus built relationships with people and they could tell He cared.  

  2.  We need to not only study about Jesus, but study Jesus.  There’s a difference between learning 

   facts about Jesus and getting to know Jesus.  In these lessons we will focus on the latter. 

  3.  How did Jesus turn so many common situations into eternal lessons?  How did Jesus handle  

   confrontational people?  Had did Jesus reach people with deep rooted moral issues?  These 

   questions and more will fill our minds as we sit at the feet of the Master Teacher. 

 

 

III...      QQQuuueeessstttiiiooonnnsss   AAAnnnddd   AAAnnnssswwweeerrrsss   WWWiiittthhh   TTThhheee   SSScccrrriiibbbeeesss   AAAnnnddd   PPPhhhaaarrriiissseeeeeesss:::   

A.  In this conversation, we see Jesus dealing with three confrontational questions from the Jewish leaders: 

 1.  It helps to start with a good understanding of the people Jesus is having these conversations with: 
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  a. The Pharisees – They started out as a sort of Jewish Puritans… the Amish of the Jews… over time 

   they became religious formalists… made extra rules in addition to God’s word and expected 

   everyone to keep them… they despised the Roman Empire & tried to get out of paying taxes 

  b. The Sadducees – These were a wealthy & powerful group who controlled the Sanhedrin council…  

   held control over the high priesthood… cooperated with the Roman government… they were 

   a proud and pushy group of people whom the common Jew typically despised… they didn’t 

   believe in angels, the afterlife, or a resurrection.  They were spiritual rationalists… if they 

   couldn’t explain it or make it make sense to them, they wouldn’t accept it.  They limited God. 

  c. These two groups along with the scribes and chief priests were Jesus’ strongest opponents.   They 

   always followed Jesus, but not to listen… to judge, accuse, and condemn 

  d. These are constantly questioning Jesus, criticizing His healings, and falsifying His motives.  Their 

   concern is not with what is right or true.  They’ve already made up their mind to reject Jesus. 

 2.  One:  Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar or not?  (Matthew 22:15-22) 

  a. These people came without one ounce of sincerity  – They speak words of incredible truth and 

   insight, if they were being honest, but they weren’t.  They are essentially flattering Jesus in 

   order to make Jesus forget they were really His enemies – Underestimated His intelligence!  

  b. They believed they had Jesus in an impossible spot… The Pharisees didn’t want to support Rome 

   and the Herodians did.   In their minds He’d have to give two totally different answers  

   based on who He least wanted to offend.  Would Jesus favor the Pharisees or Herodians? 

  c. Jesus simply responds with an honest and clear answer.  There were appropriate occasions to give 

   to God and appropriate occasions to give to Caesar.  They came to Jesus with a question that 

   was loaded and tricky, but Jesus left them with an answer that was unmistakable!  

  d. So they go away.  Both parties probably left angry with Jesus but it wasn’t because He spoke the 

   truth in an offensive way.   He let their attitude toward the truth be the source of that. 

 3.  Second:  If a woman has had seven husbands, whose husband will she be in the resurrection?  (vs. 23-33) 

  a. Their motivation is also insincere.  Why would they be asking about this scenario when they don’t 

   even believe in a resurrection of the dead?  Again, they think it’s an impossible situation that 

   won’t only trap Jesus but give credence to them over the Pharisees (argued about this often) 

  b. Their question is unfair because it is unrealistic.  Even if this were to take place and even if there 

   were marriage relationships in Heaven, how often would this happen?  It’d be the exception 

   not the rule.  It sounds an awful lot like many marriage, divorce, and remarriage questions 

   that get presented today.  Often people are seeking loopholes… to explain what’s clear away 

   c. This question comes from a wrong doctrinal view they had.  They believed something that was not 

   right.  So when Jesus answers their question, he doesn’t “package” His response in such a 

   politically correct way that they miss the point.  Jesus gets to the point… “You are wrong.” 

  d. He knew His words would upset them, but they needed to hear the truth honestly and straight 

   forwardly.  He gets to their real problem… ignorance of the scriptures and the power of God. 

  e. All Jesus had to give them was one scripture.  He didn’t try to overwhelm them with all He knew 

   about the resurrection and didn’t engage in unnecessary bantering.  They couldn’t reconcile 

   their view of no afterlife with this one scripture so it was enough.  Jesus kept it simple. 

 4. Third:  Which is the great commandment in the law? (Matthew 22:34-40) 

  a. Notice the behavior of the Pharisees – They “gather together” – Their ganging up on Jesus to figure 

   out how to get him.  Picture them all huddled together.  Suddenly it breaks and a confident 

   lawyer turns to face Jesus.  He has a well crafted question that is sure to stump Jesus.  



  b. Why this question?  The Pharisees put a lot of emphasis on externals.  So which one mattered 

   most?  They overlooked love.  Love couldn’t be measured or calculated.  Their questions and 

   objections to Jesus show they missed love.  What would they say if Jesus asked them, “Why 

   do you serve God?”  I really doubt many of them would say, “Because I love Him” 

  c. By this point Jesus knows they’re just trying to set a trap.  He would’ve been right to rebuke them, 

   but opts for patience.   This question opened a great door for a much needed teaching! 

  d. Notice Jesus speaks of the second law.  The lawyer didn’t ask Jesus anything about a second law, 

   but again Jesus sees an open door to tell them something they needed to hear.   

 5.  After Jesus has honestly and clearly answered each one of their questions, He asks them a question of His 

       own that gets to the heart of the matter.  Their answer, whether they verbalized it or not, left them 

  with a greater knowledge of the truth and a clearer picture of themselves (Matt 22:41-46) 

 

B.  This conversation of Jesus leaves us with valuable lessons for our own conversations with others about our     

      faith and the truth… especially when facing confrontational questions from others: 

 1.  As we seek to apply what Jesus has taught us, I first want to identify who these Scribes and Pharisees are 

      as we meet them today.   In other words, how might we find ourselves in a conversation like this?  

  a. These may be people in our lives who ask questions and make arguments but it’s not because they 

   are seeking the truth.  Perhaps it is to discount us or discount what we are trying to say.  

  b. Consider some questions that I have faced that I believe are similar in nature to the ones Jesus had 

   to deal with:  “Do you believe only members of the church of Christ will be saved?” or “Do 

   you think I’m a Christian?” or “What about the man on his way to get baptized and a tree 

   limb fall on his head killing him?” or “What about my grandmother who didn’t believe this?”  

  c. Often it doesn’t matter what scriptures you give.  Many have already made their mind up.  What 

   they see as impossible questions or hypothetical situations are raised to justify themselves or 

   divert attention from the fact that they know they are wrong.  This can be a trying situation.  

  d. But this may also be people in our lives who are sincere, but are sincerely wrong.  Our discussions 

   often turn into swapping arguments and scriptures, but no progress gets made.  They know 

   what they believe and we know what we believe.  What we see as so clear, they are missing.  

 2.  While there is a time for strong words, we need patience in our conversations with others (2 Tim 2:23-26) 

 3.  It’s vital to listening to their words for doors of opportunity to address the greater needs (Proverbs 18:13) 

 4.  Our answers to people’s questions must be filled with honesty and clarity.  Be authentic!  (Ephesians 4:15) 

 5.  Don’t feel the need to overwhelm people.  It is the truth of God’s word, in its real simplicity, that should 

       convict others and not our impressive ability to recall stockpiled verses (Psalm 119:151-152) 

 6.  Have others read verses from God’s word and ask them simple and direct questions about what they’ve 

  read.  If one verse contradicts what a person believes, than what is believed is wrong! (Rom 4:9-10) 

 

IIIIII...       TTTHHHEEE   WWWOOOMMMAAANNN   AAATTT   TTTHHHEEE   WWWEEELLLLLL:::   

A.  In this conversation with Jesus we see a chance encounter result in changed lives 

 1.  This conversation did not start out as anything special… it was a seemingly common occasion (John 4:1-8) 

  a. Some have suggested that Jesus went through Samaria for this very reason, because He knew  

   this was going to happen.   Now that is possible, however, there’s nothing stated in the  

   passage that indicates this.  In fact, the text says he “had to pass” through Samaria.   

  b. Jesus is on a common journey.  He was travelling from Judea north to Galilee.  Sandwiched in  

   between is the region of Samaria.   As He travels He becomes weary and stops by a well for a 

   drink.  It was noon so this would have been during the heat of the day (Illust: stop at exit) 



  c. The woman is running a common errand.  Without running water in the home, a well was the place 

   to go.  Maybe she needed water for cooking, maybe to bathe a baby, or maybe for her family 

   to drink.  A trip she most certainly made hundreds of times before (Illust:  grocery store) 

  d. This was a common occasion, but for Jesus it was a window of opportunity to impact someone He 

   likely wouldn’t get to talk to under normal circumstances.  So He lays it all out there to her 

 2.  As Jesus carries on a conversation with this woman, he treats her with respect thus placing value upon her 

       as an individual (John 4:9-10) 

  a. This woman was a Samaritan and Jesus was a Jew – Jews saw Samaritans as social and religious 

   outcasts.  They were half Jew & half other stuff.  They worshipped in Samaria, not Jerusalem 

  b. This was a woman and Jesus was a man – In that day women didn’t have the same rights as men.  

       Women and men didn’t just strike up conversations with one another. 

   - There was actually a group called “The Bleeding and Bruised Pharisees.” To avoid contact 

    with a woman (esp. in her menstrual cycle) they would walk looking down, away, or 

    with their eyes closed.  They often ran into things in the process… thus the nickname. 

  c. I would also suggest she wasn’t accustomed to being treated so courteously because of her moral 

   condition.   Remember, she’s been with five different guys.  When she walked by, people 

   whispered.   She was used to being talked about, not being talked to.  It was customary for 

   women to go to wells to get water together as a group… so this woman wasn’t just out of 

   water, she was also out of friends!  Jesus’ conversation with her gives her worth!  

  c. Jesus takes this woman by complete surprise when He actually begins to have a friendly  

   conversation with her.  What did she expect?  Him to chastise her for worshipping at the 

   wrong place?  Jesus to walk off until she left or go to another well?  But Jesus talked to her. 

  d. What’s interesting to me about this is that this is the longest conversation between Jesus and  

   anyone else recorded in the Bible… and it was a conversation that, by most people’s  

   standards, Jesus should have never had.  But aren’t we glad Jesus took the time for her!  

 3.  Jesus used something common, something this woman could relate to, to show that salvation and  

      fellowship with God was what was missing in her life:  (John 4:10-14) 

  a. Jesus is quite masterful in this… He incites her curiosity by speaking of living water, which could 

   also be taken as running water, when they are at a well.  Jesus says he had water to give and 

   yet Jesus doesn’t have anything to draw water with.   He’s definitely got her “wheels” turning 

  b. Not only does Jesus start with something that was common, but He starts with something they 

   shared in common… they both had a need for water on that day.   He built a bridge with this. 

  c. Using water, Jesus took her from being without direction spiritually, to feeling that something was 

   missing, to showing her what it was, and then to seeing Jesus as what would fill that void. 

 4.  Jesus dealt with the deepest problem in her life instead of getting distracted by what was obvious, the 

      problem on the surface (John 4:13-18)  

  a. If you were to give this woman’s bio to any believer, their attention would be immediately caught 

   by one fact… She’s been married to five different guys!  She had big moral problems.  Now, 

   what if you were told her marriage situation was only a surface issue?  But it was.  

  b. Her marriage situation existed because something wasn’t right at the center of her life, of her  

   husbands’ lives, or a mixture of both. Her marriage problem was the result of a God problem! 

  c. If Jesus went after her marriage situation first, or even only went after that, she would have likely 

   walked away full guilt because of sin, but this was something she was already fully aware of.  

   What she needed to hear about was living water.  She gets this, the rest will fall into place. 



  d. Now, Jesus doesn’t let her walk away without talking to her about her marriage situation.  But this 

   isn’t hard because He has already gotten her to think about her need for that “living water”  

 5.  Jesus took the “every living creature” approach in his concern for this woman (John 4:25-27) 

  a. To Jesus’ disciples this was a woman.  What was He doing breaking the social norms and talking to 

   her?  But Jesus saw a child of God who was lost and needed direction.  

  b. To Jesus religious friends this was a immoral person.  What was He doing wasting His time on  

   someone so lost as her?  But Jesus saw a child of God who was lost and needed direction. 

  c. Jesus would later ask His disciples to “go into all the world” and preach the gospel to every living 

   creature.  He would be asking them to go before religious people and heathens, before moral 

   people and immoral before, before kings and commoners, before Jews and Gentiles.   Jesus 

   here sets the example… He doesn’t ask them to do anything He wasn’t first willing to do! 

 

B.  Consider some important lessons we can take away from this revealing conversation: 

 1.  I don’t think any of us have the chance to accidentally running into a woman with these spiritual struggles 

      at a well in Samaria… So who is this woman in our lives and our daily conversations? 

  a. She is the person who knows something is missing, but doesn’t know how to fix it.  She’s the one 

   with big issues, wants something different, but for some reason hasn’t made any changes.   

   She’s the person we’d last expect to obey the gospel because there’s just too much baggage.  

  b. She could be the person who we have an opportunity to share our faith and the gospel with, but 

   we are reluctant to because of deep rooted moral problems in their life.  

  c. She could also be the person we encounter or know personally who is very religious but has some 

   deep rooted doctrinal ideas that are not correct so we hesitate to speak the truth to them.  

  d. Finally, she could be the person who is different from us… a person we don’t understand, cannot 

   relate to, from a different background, and maybe even we don’t like for some superficial 

   reason.  Because of this, we hesitate to have that spiritual conversation with them.  

 2.  This conversation is a good reminder that we don’t need to create a special environment or look for an 

  overly religious setting to share our faith and the truth of God’s word with others.  The greatest  

  opportunities we have for personal evangelism takes place in ordinary settings (Col. 4:2-4) 

 3.  Jesus shows us the importance of treating all people with respect and giving them value by our contact 

  with them.  This should be true regardless of who they are or where they are at (Ephesians 5:1-2) 

 4.  Jesus also demonstrates for us how we can use something common to build a bridge over which the  

  gospel can cross.  A bridge that crosses the chasm of misunderstanding from religious jargon,  

  differences of beliefs, and differences in social backgrounds (I Corinthians 9:22-23)  

 5.  Jesus’ conversation with this woman is a good “case study” of the importance of dealing with the real 

  problem and not get caught up in the surface issues (Acts 17:24) 

 6.  Jesus’ example should be convicting to all of us, causing us to examine our own hearts to see if there is 

  any bit of partiality there.  Do we have the “every living creature” mentality? (James 2:1ff, 8-9) 

 

IIIIIIIII...       NNNIIICCCOOODDDEEEMMMUUUSSS:::   

A.  In the last conversation with Jesus, we saw Jesus talking with a woman who was definitely an outsider     

      religiously & socially.  This time we see Jesus talking with a man who was an insider, a man named Nicodemus: 

 1.  Jesus spoke with this man with a good understanding of who he was and where he was at spiritually. 

  a. Here its clear Jesus didn’t lump everyone together with a single rigid approach to conversations.  

   He couldn’t speak to Nicodemus the same way He spoke to the Samaritan woman, vise versa.  



  b. Nicodemus was a Pharisee – Most of our pictures of Pharisees are not good.   But not all of them 

   were unrighteous hypocrites.   Jesus doesn’t rebuke him for being that, but extends a clear 

   invitation to him so we can safely assume he was sincere.  Being a Pharisee to this guy likely 

   meant loving God’s law, appreciating the importance of obedience, and pursuing purity. 

  c. Nicodemus was also a member of the Sanhedrin – This was essentially the Supreme Court over the 

   Jews.  It was made up of wealthy, educated, and prominent men.   Of course under Roman 

   rule they had limitations.  They could not judge any capital punishment case (John 18:31) 

  d. Nicodemus was a teacher of Israel – He knew the scriptures well and likely had a love for them. 

  e. Pharisees and members of the Sanhedrin were often opposed to Jesus, but there was something 

   immediately different about this man.   First of all, he came by night… a time when most 

   would be resting or sleeping.  Secondly, he came alone… not with a crew of people waiting to 

   trap Jesus in His words.  This showed Jesus that this man was a real spiritually minded seeker.  

 2.  Another important thing I see in this is how Jesus was available & approachable to Nicodemus (John 3:1-2) 

  a. Nicodemus came to Jesus at an inconvenient time… he came by night.  Was it midnight?  Was it 

   10pm?  Was it 2am?  We aren’t told.  By bringing up that it was night (and John did this two 

   other times – John 7:50; 19:39) John emphasizes it was not normal to come this late.  Usually 

   we reason, “I don’t want to bug him … it’s late” or “they’re eating dinner” or “they’re in bed”  

  b. Nicodemus usually gets a bad rap for coming to Jesus by night.  Most people assume he came by 

       night because he was afraid to be known as Jesus’ disciple.  He’s called “The Secret Disciple”  

   - This could be true.  But remember he is a member of the Sanhedrin & a prominent person.  

    It could simply be he was very busy and this was the only time he could get to Jesus.  

   - It could also be that he knew that he’d never get the intimate time to discuss this with Jesus 

    because of the crowds.  It’d draw even more attention because of who he was.  This 

    could be him using great wisdom in choosing when he could best talk with Jesus. 

  c. When responds to Nicodemus, Jesus does not seem irritated or hassled by this man’s presence.  

   Jesus appears to be welcoming to Nicodemus.  Jesus doesn’t just give Nicodemus a short or 

   canned answer and send him on his Jesus, but takes time to prick his heart and mind. 

  d. Nicodemus had to have pretty good confidence in Jesus to do this.  He had to be sure Jesus would 

   be welcoming to him at this most inconvenient time.  He had surely watched Jesus gracefully 

   accept being inconvenienced by others.  He had watched Jesus make time for others.  

  e. Consider other occasions where Jesus proved Himself to be available and approachable to people.  

        - The little children, the woman with an issue of blood, the man with leprosy, the crowds 

    who followed Jesus for teaching or healing.  People didn’t hesitate to come to Jesus!  

 3.  Knowing this man was an insider, Jesus spoke insider language to Nicodemus that challenged his thinking 

      and motivated him to look at his spiritual life on a deeper level (John 3:3-9) 

  a. Remember when Jesus spoke to the Samaritan woman how He started almost at ground zero… her 

   need for living water.  Jesus doesn’t talk to Nicodemus about his need for God, Nicodemus 

   gets that.  Jesus starts where Nicodemus was… he was ready for “meatier” teaching. 

  b. Nicodemus had so much right in his relationship with God, so Jesus goes directly to hole in his  

   spiritual life.  To enter the kingdom of God Nicodemus was going to have to be born again.  

  c. He’s stuck in the physical.  Physically, what Jesus is suggesting is impossible!  First of all, women 

   can’t (and don’t want to try to) give birth to full grown men.   It would also be physically  

   impossible to choose to be born again physically.  He knows there’s no “going back” in this. 

  d. Jesus is telling Nicodemus that the kingdom of God is a different kind of kingdom.  He cannot come 

   to it through pedigree, education, or external acts.  It requires a new birth, a spiritual rebirth.  



 4. Because he was an insider, Jesus also spoke plainly and bluntly to Nicodemus (John 3:10-12) 

  a. Jesus holds him responsible and accountable because of the position he was in.  Not only was he 

   very religious, but he was a teacher of God’s people.  Yet he had this huge hole in his religion.  

  b. Jesus is straightforward with him about his problem – Jesus says, “You do not understand… You do 

   not accept… how will you believe?”  His problem wasn’t a problem of intellect but of choice.  

  c. Nicodemus couldn’t see because he wouldn’t see.  This doesn’t mean he was just like the rest of 

   the Pharisees.  He seems to be genuinely seeking, but something is blocking his heart.  

  d. Here’s a man who needed to hear the truth.  He needed to have the truth laid plainly at his feet.  

   Did it hurt?  Probably.  But Jesus is really being gracious in what he said.  By being honest 

   with Nicodemus about Nicodemus, Jesus is giving him a chance to see and to choose. 

 5.  Jesus walked the conversation across a bridge of common ground to show Nicodemus God’s plan of    

      salvation and people’s response to it (John 3:13-21) 

  a. Jesus responds with more insider talk:  Jesus refers Nicodemus to a story he had read and likely 

   taught many times.   The incident with Israel and the fiery serpents.  Not only did Nicodemus 

   know the story, but he understood what it showed:  God’s grace & love in saving His people!  

  b. Jesus used this event to show him something that would be hard to understand… The cross.  How 

   God would use something the Jews saw as shameful to bring salvation to all men!   

  c. What a great opportunity Nicodemus has!  He’s hearing the gospel message straight from the  

   mouth of Jesus!  Not only that, but the most famous verse in all of the Bible, the verse that is 

   full of the love of God, is given in a private conversation to this him.   

  d. Jesus ends with further conviction.  How would Nicodemus respond to Jesus and His sacrifice?   If 

   Nicodemus refused to believe and come to Jesus there would be one reason why… He knows 

   he is wrong and doesn’t want the fact that he is wrong to be exposed.  

 

B.  So how do we handle the conversation when someone like Nicodemus comes to us?   

 1.  None of us will be getting a phone call at midnight from a member of the Sanhedrin Council any time    

      soon.  So we need to ask, who is this Nicodemus in our lives and in our daily conversations?  

  a. He is the person who is very religious.  A person who takes God’s word seriously.  A person who 

   has a decent knowledge of the Bible.  He may be the one who we can’t get to come to church 

   with us, even though we’ve invited many times, because they go somewhere else regularly 

  b. While this person is religious, active, and knowledgeable, there is something missing.  Maybe there 

   is a hole in their faith somewhere & they are seeking to fill it.  Maybe something is wrong in 

   their theology or the exercise of their faith and deep down they know it needs corrected. 

  c. He’s probably also the person that we are intimidated to talk to.  Why?  Because we fear he or she 

   might ask a question we don’t know the answer to.  We reason that if we don’t have all of 

   the answers they will be turned off to the truth by us… that we’d do more harm than good. 

 2.   Comparing the cases of the Samaritan woman and Nicodemus, we are reminded to choose our words 

         wisely.  Speak outsider words to outsiders and insider words to insiders (I Cor. 14:14-17, 23-25) 

 3.  We must be sure we are available to people for their questions, problems, & concerns (I John 3:16-18) 

 4.  We also have to make sure we’re approachable to people or being available means nothing!  Can people 

  tell we truly love them?  Do we walk with an air of spiritual aloofness or spiritual humility?  Are we 

  people who are trustworthy, especially in matters of privacy? (Col 3:12-14; Prov 11:13) 

 5.  Like we have noticed before, we speak with love and grace by being honest with people about the truth 

        and their response to it regardless of how we think they will respond (Ephesians 4:15) 

 



IIIVVV...       TTTHHHEEE   LLLAAAMMMEEE   MMMAAANNN   BBBYYY   TTTHHHEEE   HHHEEEAAALLLIIINNNGGG   PPPOOOOOOLLL:::   

A.  So far we have seen Jesus having religious conversations with different types of people… This time we will find    

      Jesus having a conversation with a man who needed healing on multiple levels (John 5:1-16) 

 1.  The setting for this conversation is a little strange isn’t it.  So let’s take a minute and look at what is going 

       on that sparks this conversation between Jesus and a lame man: 

  a. What might first grab the attention of some of you is the absence of part of verse 3 and all of verse 

       4 in your Bibles.  Some versions leave these verses out altogether, some italicize them, and some 

       put them as a footnote at the bottom or middle of the page.  Why is this the case?  

   1) They are in the KJV & NKJV without question.  This is because the manuscripts the KJV was 

    based on had these verses in them.  These were all they had to go on at this time.  

   2) Since that time, older and more reliable manuscripts were discovered and these verses 

    were absent.  So if you base your translations on the best manuscripts, then you 

    would not include these verses.  Other verses are also in question… like Acts 8:37 

   3) Where did they come from?  It’s most likely that a scribe copying the texts put these  

    words, in off to the side or something, to explain what was going on.  Over time it 

    just got copied in as if it were part of the original text.  This is why you go by many 

    manuscripts, not just one, and you go by the copies that are closest to the originals. 

  b. But something was going on because the lame man talks about the stirring of the water (vs. 7).  

   1) With no other reference in the Bible to this, it seems this was probably a superstition.  

   2) Was it an underground spring, a geyser like effect, or an occasional undercurrent?   

   3) Whatever the case, sick & disabled people gathered there thinking they could be healed 

   4) Evidently it was also thought you had to be the first or one of the first ones in the water 

  c. This pool was located just on the outside of the walls of Jerusalem, right outside the sheep gate.  

   There were five porches where all the crippled lay… watching and waiting for the stirring of 

   the water.  No doubt, this was an entrance often avoided by the religious leaders of that day! 

  d. So here comes Jesus… He’s heading into Jerusalem to celebrate a feast.  He is about to enter into 

   the Sheep Gate and into the city when this lame man of 38 years grabs his attention.  This 

   man was likely laying there begging.  Forget the pool, he’s looking up at the Great Physician! 

  e. Quote:  Even from five feet above the pavement, the place smells bad.  Garbage.  Animal droppings.  Stinking feet.  

   Vomit.  Used bandages.  From my angle it’s far worse.  I’m all crippled up you see.  So my nose rarely gets more 

   than belt-high.  The smell gets to me.  Been sitting in this old spot on this hard pallet every day for thirty-eight 

   years.  Mat gives me bedsores.  Minutes inch by like years.  But my only choice is to sit and beg – and take abuse 

   from passersby.  And I’m so lonely.  My pallet is too far from the foot traffic.  But then, who would want to talk to 

   a piece of dung like me anyway.  Life’s not far.  Why me?” (The Jesus Touch, Lynn Anderson, page 115) 

 2.  Jesus’ first words to this man sound cold on the surface.  Jesus asks, “Do you want to get well?”  Perhaps 

      Jesus is simply emphasizing to him his state of despair and hopelessness before He heals him (vs. 6-7) 

  a. Sounds cruel doesn’t it?  “Do you want to get well?” – What kind of question is that?  Sounds like 

   the mother of all rhetorical questions.  It’s one of those questions that doesn’t seem to help. 

  b. Of course he wanted to get well, that’s why he was at the pool!  But this man couldn’t do anything 

   about it.  He didn’t have anyone to take him to the water.  Plus, the stronger people always 

   got into the water first. What was the point of even being there?  He doesn’t stand a chance!  

  c. By focusing this lame man on his hopeless condition, Jesus magnified his appreciation of the power 

   of the miracle as well as his appreciation for being healed in the first place. 

  d. These words were important for the development of this man’s faith.  Remember, he doesn’t  

   know who Jesus is. Yet he knew that his condition was beyond the help of any man.  So what 

   about Jesus?  Since Jesus could heal him, Jesus was not just an ordinary man!  



 3.  It’s also possible that Jesus says these words because through his self pity this man had brought an even 

      greater paralysis upon himself than his physical handicap had caused (vs. 7-11) 

  a. When he talks with Jesus, notice how he is focused on everyone else.  He sounds like a man who 

   feels totally helpless, and there was much that he couldn’t do for himself anymore, but his 

   words sound like he may be blaming others for his condition.  He had an “I can’t” mindset. 

  b. Jesus’ words may have been meant to cause him to identify a pit of self pity he dug for himself.  He 

   was in a bad place, but had he grown so accustomed to the life of a beggar he wouldn’t want 

   to change?  Did he really want to be healed and assume all the responsibility of a normal life?  

  c. It seems crazy to think that he really wouldn’t want to get well, but it happens all the time today… 

   � A man who begs, but won’t accept a job.  A ruined drunkard who won’t go to rehab. 

   � Sir Isaac Newton’s “First Law of Motion” states “Everything continues in a state of rest 

    unless it is compelled to change by forces impressed upon it!” 

  d. If this is the case, Jesus’ words would have still been compassionate, but the tone would have  

   been more direct, firm, and commanding.  Even though this man was limited by his  

   handicapped, there were certainly some ways he could have taken initiative for his own life.  

  e. If this is the case, then Jesus restored not only the physical health of this man, but his words also 

   restored his personhood.  He was a man who no doubt often felt very dehumanized.  Jesus 

   words left him challenged to leave behind his crutches of shame and discouragement.   

 4.  Jesus heals this man and then goes about his business.  But later Jesus finds him in the temple and has one 

       last word of admonition for him:  “Don’t sin anymore!” (verse 14) 

  a. I don’t think Jesus is saying that his sin was the cause of his lameness, like he was being punished 

   for sin by being made lame.   Jesus corrected that notion when He healed the blind man.   

  b. Jesus healing his physical disease was only fixed part of this man’s problem.  If he wanted to truly 

   experience a “whole” life, then he would have to lay whatever sin he was in aside.  If he  

   continued in his sins, it’s like Jesus is saying lameness would be the least of his problems! 

  c. Again we find Jesus being direct and blunt with this man.  This man didn’t need someone just  

   listening and being sympathetic.  Jesus provided what he needed… confrontation.  By being 

   straightforward Jesus didn’t enable him, reinforce his dependency, or further irresponsibility 

  d. Jesus’ words here helped him realize the end result of his decisions.  What sin was he caught up 

   in?  We don’t know.  But it would lead him down a path of ruin, misery, and despair. 

  e. Some suggest he’s back to pointing the finger at others.  When the Pharisees accused him of  

   working on the Sabbath he said, “That man who healed me… He told me to do it!”  

 

B.  What would we do if we encountered a person like this lame man who lay by the pool?  

 1.  As we have done with the others, we need to start by identifying who this lame man is in our own life and 

      in the conversations with have with others about our faith: 

  a. While we don’t have the ability to heal someone… this could be a person with some kind of  

   physical limitation in their life.  They’ve drifted into a state of self pity and often blame others 

  b. Spiritually, this could be a person who we’ve tried to share our faith with or correct because of 

   some belief that contradicts God’s word, but we’ve been they won’t listen.  To them, their 

   problem isn’t that big of deal or there’s no sense of urgency.  

  c. Spiritually, this could also be a person who has a lot of spiritual struggles in their life.  They know 

   what the problems are.  If you ask them, “Do you want your life to be different?” they will 

   say “YES!”  They can even tell you what they need to do to change their life.  But they are 



   comfortable where they are.  They may even like the attention they get.  To them, continuing 

   life with the struggles and problems is more appealing than making the changes.  

  d. This could also simply be a person we know or have encountered who’s life looks more like a series 

   of unfortunate events.   It’s not because they’ve just experienced bad luck, but because of a 

   series of bad decisions they have made that has brought it on.  Their life is crippled and lame!  

 2.  From this even we should realize that it doesn’t matter what we say to someone, a person has to want to 

       “get well” before we can help make a difference in their life (John 3:19-21) 

 3.  Another idea we get from this conversation with Jesus is that we have to try to get people to see their 

  need for the gospel before they will be ready to obey it!  We have to try to get people to see their 

  need to reexamine their beliefs before they will be ready to receive correction!  (Eph 2:1ff; Jer 8:22) 

 4.  We need to be upfront with people about the direction their life is heading.   (Jude 1:22-23) 

 5.  We also have to make sure that we are not doing and saying things that are enabling people to continue in 

  their spiritual struggles and negative choices (Prov 27:5-6; Prov 28:23) 

 

VVV...       TTTHHHEEE   BBBLLLIIINNNDDD   MMMAAANNN   JJJEEESSSUUUSSS   GGGAAAVVVEEE   RRREEEAAALLL   SSSIIIGGGHHHTTT   TTTOOO:::   

A.  In this conversation with Jesus we find Jesus giving sight to a blind man in more than one way (John 9:1ff) 

 1.  As Jesus passed by He encountered a man in a very difficult condition… He was born blind (vs. 1-2) 

  a. Notice, this again how this starts out as a very common occasion.   Jesus is just “passing by” a place 

   as He does on a daily basis.  He encounters a man born blind and, based on the number of 

   people with infirmities we read about in the gospels, Jesus often encountered such a person 

  b. Having been born blind, he was in a pitiful physical state:  Imagine never having been able to see.  

   Never knowing what anything around you looks like, never seeing nature, never seeing  

   people, never seeing light.   Imagine how dependent he was on the care of others.  A beggar! 

  c. In that society this man would have also been treated in a pitiful way – Calamities, handicaps, and 

   diseases were thought to be the result of sin.  If a person had such problems, they were  

   thought to have been being punished by God.  Such suffering showed guilt.  This kind of  

   explains why the religious leaders distanced themselves so much from hurting people.    

  d. You can tell the kind of accusations and judgmental spirits this man had to endure by the reaction 

   of Jesus’ own disciples.  They were confused about who was to blame.  They thought this 

   man was this way due to sin, but he had been this way from birth.  Was it his parent’s fault? 

 2.  When the disciples passed by this man they looked at him with eyes filled with blame, but when Jesus 

       passed by him Jesus looked at him without making such unfair and unfounded assumptions (John 9:3) 

  a. Imagine what this man was thinking when he knows Jesus is standing there and hears that cold 

   theological discussion the disciples were in… Perhaps he gave up… Did he think there was no 

   way Jesus would waste time on a sinner like him… that his chance for healing was ruined 

  b. This man had sinned, as all men do, but Jesus does not look upon him with blame and suspicion… 

   Jesus saw him as a hurting and suffering person, not a hopelessly condemned sinner!  

  c. Notice how Jesus doesn’t just correct the disciples, telling them they were wrong, but spoke both 

   openly and unmistakably about this man’s situation.  Not only would they hear & understand 

   but the blind man would hear and understand as well.  Jesus is speaking to his heart too!  

 3.  This man needed his blindness healed, but Jesus didn’t leave him without opening his eyes spiritually.  

  Ultimately it was this spiritually healing that mattered most!  (John 9:35-41) 

 4.  In doing this, Jesus gave worth to a man who probably had never felt like he mattered at all  

 

 



  a. Here was a man who was used to being ignored, stepped on, and knocked over.  But not Jesus.  

   When the disciples looked to cast blame, Jesus steps up to defend him.  So when Jesus  

   started to speak, this man knew that he mattered to Jesus.  He knew Jesus cared.  

  b. Notice later in the day how the religious leaders respond to this man who had been healed… They 

   said he was born in utter sin and cast him out.   Part of this was because he was saying things 

   about Jesus they didn’t want to hear, but it also shows their attitude toward him (verse 34) 

  c. Jesus hears that they have cast the man out and then the text that Jesus found him… He didn’t 

   encounter the man, He found him… That means Jesus looked for him.  He mattered!  (vs. 35) 

  d. The grace and mercy Jesus gives to this man provides Jesus with the opportunity to teach him.    

 

B.  While we don’t realize it, we have contact and conversations with people just like this blind man:  

 1.  Let’s begin by asking ourselves who this blind man is in our lives and in our daily conversations: 

  a. This could be the person who has some kind of physical disability, sickness, or is even dying.  This 

   could be a person who is now dependent on others.   

  b. This could be the person whose life is mess.  It seems like they have to deal with one problem after 

   another.   Perhaps its poverty, struggles in relationships, accidents, and just really bad luck. 

  c. This could be a person who has lost their job and can’t seem to find another.  This could be a  

   person with a deep rooted emotional or psychological problem.  This could be a beggar who 

   lives on the streets.  This is a person we are probably uncomfortable to be around.  

  d. This could be the person we look at and wonder, “What’s wrong with them?”  This could be the 

   person we tend to look at with eyes of suspicion because of their situation.  Perhaps we think 

   they must have done something wrong, they aren’t willing to change, or even they deserve it 

  e. We may even think in Biblical terms that they must be “reaping what they have sown”  

 2.  Jesus teaches us that we have to be careful about making unfair and unfounded assumptions about  

  people’s spiritual state… The presence of trouble in a person’s life doesn’t necessarily mean the  

  presence of sin.  We cannot assume they’re being punished by God.  (Luke 13:2-5; 2 Cor. 12:7-10) 

 3.  We even have to be careful about assuming a person’s misfortune is the result of their own bad choices.  

  Even if it is because of bad choices, we still can’t respond with a bitter and judgmental spirit when 

  what is needed is grace & mercy!  Responding to wrong in a wrong way doesn’t help!  (Matt 5:45) 

 4.  Jesus’ conversation reminds us that we have to be careful about equating a person’s physical condition 

  and appearance with their spiritual condition!  This is true whether we are considering ourselves or 

  other people!  (James 2:1-9; Revelation 3:17-18) 

 5.  In this story Jesus teaches us that in order to build relationships with people and have a chance to truly 

  open their eyes, we have to give them worth by displaying genuine concern and love for them.   

 

C.  Tucked away in this man’s story is an important message about the success of Jesus in building relationships 

 and teaching others.  It’s the motto Jesus lived by… the motto we need to adopt ourselves!  (John 9:4-5) 

 

VVVIII...       WWWOOOMMMAAANNN   CCCAAAUUUGGGHHHTTT   IIINNN   TTTHHHEEE   AAACCCTTT   OOOFFF   AAADDDUUULLLTTTEEERRRYYY:::   

A.  In this conversation with Jesus we see Him responding to a condemned woman with grace while responding to     

      her accusers with conviction (John 8:1-11) 

 1.  For Jesus, this situation arose as a cold interruption during a group Bible study at the temple (vs. 1-4) 

  a. So far all of the conversations of Jesus we have looked at have been conversations that arose  

   during normal, everyday, common events… But this one took place during a more religious 

   and formal setting.  Jesus is at the temple with a group of people and He is teaching them.  



  b. Notice that while Jesus is in a religious environment, He still seems to be teaching in a more  

   personal way.  He sits down with the group of people.   Picture Him them among the people 

   teaching & answering questions… Suddenly that tender scene is interrupted by a commotion  

  c. What’s the commotion?  The Scribes and Pharisees ruined that special time by bringing a woman 

   caught in the act of adultery to Jesus.  Now the atmosphere has shifted… The peace and  

   spirituality gives way to anger and condemnation.   How would Jesus handle this situation?   

 2.  Notice the attitude and manner the Scribes and Pharisees had in bringing this woman to Jesus… this will 

      help us appreciate how Jesus handled this potentially difficult situation (verses 3-6) 

  a. Now imagine what this might look like – Scribes and Pharisees dressed in fancy robes, they are 

   walking briskly, almost stomping toward the group who are studying together, they are  

   walking in a big blob, sort of like a mob, and as they approach Jesus they start parting ways 

   revealing the center of the group.  In the middle stand a big powerful Scribe and a big  

   powerful Pharisees holding tight to the arm of a terrified looking woman… they’re holding 

   her so tight they’re leaving bruises behind.  As their eyes and Jesus’ eyes meet they push the 

   woman in the direction of Jesus and she stumbles trying to keep on her feet.  There she is 

   standing in the middle… Jesus on one side and the religious leaders on the other.  

  b. The Scribes and the Pharisees were setting a trap.  They weren’t really concerned with what the 

   law said, they just wanted to know if Jesus would give them something to accuse Him with. 

  c. All they care about in dealing with this woman was condemnation.  The law did have a provision 

   for the death of adulterers.   But they had no desire to look for a path for grace (Ex 20:10) 

  d. Their condemnation of this woman was both unfair and hypocritical – The law called for the  

   execution of the man and the woman.  They brought just the woman, where was the man?  

  e. The Scribes and Pharisees treat this woman like an object.  She was just a means to achieve their 

   personal interests.  They wanted to condemn Jesus and she was their ticket.  They had no 

   concern for her, no interest in extending love, grace, & mercy… she wasn’t a person to them!  

  f. Notice too that when they brought this woman to Jesus they treated her in such a way that would 

   bring open shame and embarrassment upon her ((IIlllluussttrraattiioonn::    TThhee  SSccaarrlleett  LLeetttteerr)) 

 3.  One of the good things we see Jesus doing with this woman is that He stood up to those who were     

      unfairly and unmercifully condemning her (verses 6-9) 

  a. First, Jesus ignores their presence and allegations – They interrupt His teaching by flinging her at 

      Him and He simply stoops down to write on the ground 

   1) Jesus doesn’t say a word.  They keep bugging Him and He does the same thing again.   

   2) Why do this?  I can’t be sure, but I think He is not giving credence to what they are doing.  

    He doesn’t stop what He’s doing and jump at the chance to hear their charge 

  b. Here’s a case where we wish we were given more information – What did Jesus write on the  

   ground?  Was it the names of those accusing her and things they were guilty of?  Was it  

   something to do with the teaching He had been doing?   

  c. Jesus caused them to look at her with fairness and mercy by making them examine themselves 

   first.  They were quick to condemn this woman to death and to be so hasty they had to  

   forget their own sinfulness.  Suddenly they’re filled with guilt… they’re the condemned ones!  

  d. Jesus put a face to their condemnation of death… He said, “cast a stone at her!”  They had not 

   been treating this woman as a person and probably not really looked at her.  These words 

   caused them to realize this was a person, one of them, they were treating so spitefully.  

  e. How effective Jesus’ words were!  She could have been put to death, but now no one is willing to 

   do it.  She not only felt relief, but got a good lesson in real righteousness and sincerity! 



 

 4.  When others brought shame, guilt, and condemnation upon this woman, Jesus treated her with grace, 

      mercy, and forgiveness.   He spoke far less than the religious leaders, but said so much more! (vs. 7, 10-11) 

  a. Notice that Jesus stands up to talk to her.  He evidently stayed bent down when He spoke to the 

   Scribes & Pharisees.  They treated her with scorn, but Jesus rises and treats her with dignity. 

  b. Jesus refused to condemn this woman… This doesn’t mean He didn’t judge her actions as sinful, 

      but He refused to condemn her to death because of her sin.   

   1) Really, the only person who really could condemn her was Jesus and He pardoned her!   

   2) It’s interesting to me that really in order for Jesus to allow this woman to live, and anyone 

    else for that matter, that He would have die the death of a condemned sinner. 

   3) If she was around when Jesus was crucified she could look up at the cross, remember this 

    day, and say, “He’s doing that for me!  He is dying because He let me live!” 

  c. Jesus builds a bridge to this woman’s heart by giving her a second chance.  Notice how she calls 

   Him LORD.  Not only does she appreciate Jesus’ kindness, she seems to recognize who He is!  

   Does she fully grasp it all?  I doubt it, but a door has been opened & truth is walking through!  

 5.  Jesus left this woman with a charge… a purpose – He said, “Go your way, and sin no more.” (vs. 11) 

  a. Sadly, many in reading this story only see the “Neither do I condemn you… go your way part” as if 

   Jesus simply did not pass judgment on her or her actions at all, but that’s not the case.  

  b. The gracefulness & mercy of Jesus’ interaction with her was not without responsibility.  He didn’t 

   want her to just go her way, but to go her way and sin no more.  He urged her to change. 

  c. Jesus treated her sin with honesty.  He didn’t need to preach at her about how bad her sin was or 

   talk about how God views adultery because He can see her feelings of guilt and shame.  So 

   He simply spoke straightforwardly to her about repentance.  She didn’t leave His presence 

   thinking her sin wasn’t a big deal.  She knew where she stood and knew what she had to do!  

  d. The religious leaders treated her in such a condemning way that she would’ve died an adulterer… 

   Jesus treats her in such an empowering way that she could live as a godly child of God! 

 

B.  So how do we respond when we are presented with a woman like this one?  How do we respond when others 

are treating her the way the religious leaders did?  The answer may make a difference in her salvation!  

 1.  Let’s stop for a moment think about the different forms this woman might take in our lives and daily    

      conversations?  What might arise where we might encounter such situation?  

  a. In some ways this conversation with Jesus is very similar to the last one we looked at.  But in some 

   ways its very different.  You see, this woman, like the man born blind, had to deal with a 

   spirit of condemnation in others.  However, unlike the man born blind, this woman was guilty 

   of exactly what she was being accused of.  They were right… she was an adulterer!  

  b. This is someone who is wrong and there is no doubt about it.  Perhaps you know they are wrong, 

   they know they are wrong, and it could be everyone around them knows they’re wrong.   

  c. This could be a person who is full of shame and guilt for their actions.  You probably don’t have to 

   preach at them about how bad their sin is, but for some reason they’re still staying lost in it. 

  d. Perhaps this is a person we encounter who is caught up in adultery, who has an alcohol problem, 

   who is practicing homosexuality, or has some other sin that we see as one of the “big ones”  

  e. We also can identify a similar circumstances – This could be a person who people are avoiding 

   because of their sin, a Christian who is struggling who is being written off by their brethren, a 

   person who is caught up in sin and is getting treated with cold and open shame. 



 2.  I want to mention first of all, that people have drawn some false conclusions or false applications from 

      Jesus’ interaction with this woman (John 7:24) 

  a. Many people who don’t know anything about the Bible know about this story.  They at least know 

   the line, “Let him who is without sin cast the first stone” (Illustration: Clinton’s scandal) 

  b. Some use this as a means of defense when accused saying, “You aren’t supposed to judge me”  

  c. I want to point out that Jesus did judge her – Jesus told her, “Go your way and sin no more” and by 

   saying this Jesus was saying that she as well as her actions were wrong.   Jesus was telling her 

   that the activity she was involved in was sinful and as sinful, that it must stop. 

  d. Jesus did not condemn her the way the religious leaders were wanting to… He did not “judge her” 

   in terms of condemning her to death.   The law gave a provision for putting a person to death 

   caught in adultery; however, it called for both the man and the woman (Exodus 20:10) 

  e. So Jesus could be dismissing her because of the way she was brought to Him.  He also could be 

   letting her go out of His grace because He knows her penitent heart.  Either way, we must 

   not use this story to try to get good people who are trying to help us off our back! 

 3.  When we encounter people “caught in sin” do we view them as objects of scorn and condemnation or as 

        souls who are lost in the darkness of sin?   Do we see the people behind the sin?  (Mark 2:15-17) 

 4.  If others are talking and treating someone in cold judgment and unmerciful condemnation, do we find 

  ourselves getting caught up in this or do we stand up for those who are struggling? (Prov 26:22-26) 

 5.  If we want to make that connection with people so we can teach them and influence them, then we have 

  to make sure we treat them with grace and mercy.  If we do not show people that Jesus gives a  

  chance to start over through our attitude toward them, why would we expect them to believe us 

  when we tell them He does?   We are to display the perfect patience Jesus offers! (I Tim 2:15-16) 

 6.  Having said all of this, we need balance.  We need to be careful that in our grace and mercy that we don’t 

     let people leave our presence feeling justified without urging real repentance (2 Cor. 7:8-10) 

 

"It is a terrible thing for a sinner to fall into the hands of his fellow sinners.” F. B. Meyer 

 

VVVIIIIII...       TTTHHHEEE   RRRIIICCCHHH   YYYOOOUUUNNNGGG   RRRUUULLLEEERRR:::   

A.  This conversation with Jesus involves another spiritual seeker… This time we have a man coming to Jesus asking 

Jesus the greatest question of all:  “What do I need to do to inherit eternal life?” (Mark 10:17-22) 

 1.  This is essentially a man coming to Jesus with the “What must I do to be saved?” question: 

  a. This story must have been incredibly impactful on the disciples and important to God because it’s 

   recorded by three of the gospel writers.   There’s something very special about this story. 

  b. As we look closer at this man we see that he was very religious and sincere – This is not a loaded 

   question intended to trap Jesus and it wasn’t coming from a man looking for a way out.  He 

   honestly wants to know what is missing in his spiritual life.  He wants to be right with God!  

  c. He is zealous and urgent about his question.  He knows the importance of this question and so we 

   see him running and kneeling before Jesus (verse 17) – Likely still panting for breath!  

  d. So this is a man who has gone to the right source, in the right spirit, with the right search. 

  e. While we will be disappointed in his love for stuff, we should still be impressed by the fact that he 

   has kept at least some degree of spirituality while still being very wealthy at a young age.  

 2.  The very first thing Jesus does is challenge his thinking and theology with a question (verse 18) 

  a. It sounds like Jesus just ignores his question at first doesn’t it?  This is really what Jesus was doing.  

  b. He didn’t ask Jesus about His identity, but Jesus recognized a golden opportunity with this man 

   who was obviously religious and who already understood so much (see the insider language) 



  c. Perhaps this man wasn’t at the point of understanding the deity of Jesus.  Perhaps he only saw 

   Jesus as a Rabbi or a prophet sent from God.  Perhaps his understanding was incomplete 

  d. Jesus uses a “play on words” in order to teach this man that He wasn’t just a prophet or another 

   rabbi, but that Jesus was the Son of God, He was Deity.  Jesus was Good with a capital G!  

 3.  Jesus causes this man to examine his own spiritual life and come face to face with the fact that something 

       is missing.   Jesus brings to him see the depth of the spiritual hole within his life (Matt 19:17-20) 

  a. This rich young ruler was a very religious man.  He’s a man who knew God’s laws.  He was a moral 

   man and an obedient man.  He appeared to have it all together, but something was off. 

  b. Notice that Jesus asks him about keeping the commandments and particularly the commandments 

   about our relationships with others.  It seems that Jesus is intentionally pointing him to laws 

   this man has no problem with.  These are things he already is doing and doing consistently. 

  c. Why would Jesus do this?  To point out the insufficiency of these things alone.  Sure, it was  

   important that he not murder and the he not commit adultery, but that was only part of it. 

  d. Illustration:  Pockets with holes in them.  You keep putting money and other things in your pocket 

   and they keep falling out.  You have to fix the hole.  That’s where this man was at spiritually.  

   He kept putting obedience and righteousness in his life, but there was a hole & he knew it!  

  e. By bringing this up, Jesus causes this young man to evaluate his life.  The fact that something was 

   missing became glaringly obvious.  Jesus has brought to feel his need more than ever!  

 4.  This next point cannot be overstated.  Jesus looked at this man and loved him (verse 21) 

  a. We know that Jesus showed incredible love throughout His ministry.  But there are only three  

   people for whom this love is spelled out:  The apostle John, Lazarus, and this man.  So that 

   puts this man in some pretty elite company and he held a special place in Jesus’ heart!  

  b. There was so much Jesus probably appreciated about this man – His effort to live a righteous life, 

   his zeal in seeking salvation, his knowledge that something was still off, his humility in  

   kneeling before Jesus, and his honesty and sincerity.  This man had to be a relief to Jesus!  

  c. Jesus looked at this man… Jesus saw beyond the problems and beyond the physical impressiveness 

   of who this was.  He saw his soul.  He saw him as a person.  And Jesus loved him.  It was out 

   of that love that Jesus spoke and out of that love that Jesus was able to connect with him.  

 5.  Even though Jesus loved this man very much, Jesus did not water down the message for him (verse 21) 

  a. Jesus gives this man a message of sacrifice and self denial… These, along with repentance, are  

   some of the most difficult things to do… especially when you are young, wealthy, and busy.

  b. It wasn’t that he was committing some kind of moral sin… his love and devotion to God was being 

   choked by the stranglehold of stuff.  The wealth wasn’t inherently sinful, but it had to go! 

  c. Jesus knew that this was going to be a difficult command to follow.  I’m sure Jesus knew there was 

   a strong chance that this man would reject Him after hearing it.  But this message was  

   exactly what this man needed to hear and obey if he was going to plug the hole in soul!  

  d. Jesus could have lowered the price, watering it down to make it a little more palatable… He  

   could have told him to go give some to the poor or even to give half to the poor, but that 

   would not have solved this man’s problem.  He would’ve walked away feeling better about 

   himself, but he would have still had money in the place where God should have been!  

 6.  Yet this message of sacrifice was not given without promise and purpose.  Jesus did not just issue a cold 

       and difficult order, but gave this man reason and motivation to make this difficult decision (verse 21) 

  a. While this man would have to give up physical possessions, Jesus promises him treasure in Heaven.  

   Jesus invites this rich man physically to become a rich man spiritually.  It would be difficult to 

   lay aside his earthly wealth, but he would be inheriting a wealth that was eternal!  



  b. While this man would have to change the focus of his life, Jesus gives him new direction by saying, 

   “Follow Me.”  We don’t find Jesus saying this often so these were special words.  Jesus was at 

   least calling this man to a more intimate discipleship and some think it was to apostleship!  

  c. We can see great grace in this – Jesus would have been right to call him to make this sacrifice  

   without any benefit from the sacrifice because it was right.  But Jesus knows what this man 

   was giving up and what it meant to him.  The promise and purpose makes his decision easier 

   by giving him something to hope in and focus on as he is going through the pain of changing.  

 7.  The last thing we see Jesus doing in this conversation is the most difficult of all… Jesus allowed this man to 

       walk away disheartened and sorrowful (verse 22) 

  a. I imagine some of Jesus’ disciples thought Jesus was crazy, especially Judas!  Jesus is letting a man 

   with great wealth and thus great power walk away.   Think about how much more they could 

   accomplish if he was part of their work?  Imagine how much more credence they’d have! 

  b. But Jesus didn’t cheapen the gospel by lowering the standards to appeal to him.  He had a problem 

   with worldliness that had to be fixed before he could follow Jesus and pursue the kingdom 

  c. Jesus had to let him walk away.  This man had to make the choice for himself.  This also showed 

   the disciples the spiritual nature of the kingdom and the importance of putting God first!  

 

B.  So what do we do when we have the chance to influence a person like the rich young ruler?  

 1.  Before we are ready to apply the lessons Jesus has taught us in His conversation with this man, we really 

      need to identify who this man is in our own lives and in our own daily conversations: 

  a. This could be the person who lives a good and a relatively moral life, but he/she isn’t a Christian.  

   You have a hard time remembering that.  You have to remind yourself that they aren’t saved.  

  b. This could be the person who is very religious.  This person is a “church-goer.” This person knows 

   the “Thou Shalt Nots” of the Bible and tries to obey them.   However, they feel like  

   something still isn’t right.  Like the rich young ruler, there’s a hole in their religion.  

  c. This could be the Christian who is very active, but there is something they are putting ahead of the 

   Lord.  Their love for God and spiritual growth is being choked out by something temporary.  

   It’s not something inherently sinful, but is something he’s putting ahead of Heaven.  

 2.  If we want the opportunity to influence such a person, we have begin with genuine… A real love for them 

  individually that is demonstrated by our interest in them, our words, and our attitude.  In order to be 

  able to connect, we have to care. (Romans 9:1-3; 10:1) 

 3.  If we are trying to reach the person who sees themselves religious or moral, we have to start by helping 

  them see hole in their life.  Some will already feel this something is missing, others will need help 

  realizing it.  Lovingly help people see something is wrong and identify the problem (Acts 3:17-20) 

 4.  As we try to teach and influence people, we cannot allow our desire to have a person among us cause us 

  to water down the gospel message and God’s expectations.  More numbers at church, getting an 

  influential person to obey the gospel, reaching a friend can't supersede the truth! (2 Tim 4:1-4) 

 5. When we try to talk to people about repentance and sacrifice, we also need to make sure we show them 

  the earthly and eternal rewards and blessings of making such decisions.  People should want to do 

  right just because it’s what’s right, but God made promises for a reason!  We need to show people 

  His promises to provide further motivation for serving Him & accepting the truth (2 Cor. 7:1) 

 6.  We must remember that following the Lord and doing what’s right is a person’s own personal decision.   

  Sometimes people will walk away. Some will walk away in rejection.  Some walk away weighing the 

  cost, still trying to make the decision.  Either way, people must decide for themselves (1 Thess 2:13) 

 



VVVIIIIIIIII...       MMMAAARRRYYY   AAANNNDDD   MMMAAARRRTTTHHHAAA:::   

A.  This conversation with Jesus takes place in a more personal environment… Here we see Jesus’ conversation 

with Martha, a servant minded person who became unfocused (Luke 10:38-42) 

 1.  Before we begin, I want us to remember who the people involved in this conversation are and notice the 

      setting in which it takes place: 

  a. First there is Martha – The sister of Mary and Lazarus (the one Jesus raised from the dead).  We 

   see her great faith as she expresses to Jesus that he could have prevented Lazarus from dying 

   and also spoke confidently of the day of resurrection (John 11:21, 24).  We see her interest in 

   serving on multiple occasions as she prepares meals for Jesus (John 12:2).  She was among 

   the women who went to the Jesus’ tomb after His resurrection & found it empty (Mat 28:1ff)  

  b. Also there is Mary – Again, this is Martha & Lazarus’ sister.  She is not Mary Magdalene or Mary 

   the mother of Jesus.  She is remembered by John for anointing the feet of Jesus with oil and 

   wiping His feet with her hair (John 11:2).  She seems to be more introverted than Martha.  

  c. Jesus loved both of these women very much (John 11:5).  They are apparently not only close to 

   Jesus but central members of the group of disciples who surrounded Jesus.  

 2.  With Jesus’ arrival in Bethany, Martha finds herself facing a very overwhelming mission… She is opening 

       her home up with hospitality for Jesus! (vs. 38) 

  a. Today, hospitality has all but been forgotten about… but not then.  Hospitality was a BIG deal!  It 

   not only meant food and fun, but it also often meant a place to stay for a night or more.  

  b. Martha isn’t welcoming just anyone into her home, she is welcoming Jesus into her home!  She 

   believed in & followed Jesus, so she understood the importance of having Him in her home.   

  c. It’s not just Jesus that’s going to be around.  Anywhere Jesus went, His group of disciples followed.  

   Then there were the crowds who would have naturally been drawn to the house because 

   Jesus was there.  Martha knew her house could very easily turn into “Grand Central Station”  

  d. Illustration:  We tend to go nuts when we’re having someone or a group of people over… think 

   about the monthly gatherings we have if you’ve hosted them.  What if you were inviting over 

   someone famous?  What if it was a preacher you thought the world of?  It’s a BIG deal to us!  

  e. The busyness of hospitality consumed Martha.  Think about what all might have filled her mind:  

   - She was likely the type of person that worried about everything.  It all had to be just right.  

   - She likely felt like the house and the meal had to be perfect to honor Jesus.   

   - She also likely felt pressure from the presence of all the friends and strangers would have 

    come around because of Jesus.  They’d judge her based on her home & her meal.  

   - Were all the cobwebs down?  Did the floor need swept & mopped… a third time? Was the 

    meat cooked good enough?  Would it all be done at the same time so it’s all still  

    fresh and warm?  Were there plenty of places for people to sit?  Was it all just right? 

 3.  As Martha is serving, she notices that Mary is sitting at Jesus’ feet and not helping, Martha responds to 

      Mary with resentment (vs. 39-40) 

  a. While Martha is working hard to serve others, Mary is sitting down at the feet of Jesus listening to 

   Jesus teach.  In Martha’s eyes, she is working hard and Mary is taking it easy.   Martha feels 

   like she is having to do her and Mary’s job while Mary is enjoying spending time with Jesus.  

  b. Martha is distracted – This word means, “to draw around, to draw away” – It’s the idea of being 

   pulled in many different directions.  It’s the idea of being consumed by things around you.  

  c. Here Martha has an incredible opportunity, but it is being lost on her by her frustration and anger 

   with her sister.  Jesus is in her house and she is worried about pots and pans!  Her worry 

   about physical things was causing her to miss out on a spiritual blessing.  



  d. Notice Martha’s words to Jesus:  “Don’t you care?”  - To me, this is like saying, “I’m not trying to 

   question your decisions, but…”  - you are questioning their decisions.  It sounds like Martha is 

   saying, “Jesus, you don’t care or else you would have done something about it!”  Martha’s 

   lost focus causes to her to accuse Jesus of not caring, or at least question his care about this. 

  e. But there’s more… She not only questions Jesus’ care about her in this situation, but is basically 

   telling Jesus what to do.  She wants Jesus to handle it the way she wants it handled.   

 4.  Jesus deals with this touchy situation with great tenderness.  His words of love for Martha were words 

       that corrected her, but did not discourage her (vs. 41) 

  a. Jesus speaks with understanding and compassion.  He says, “Martha, Martha…” – Based on the 

   words that follow, I don’t think Jesus was snapping at her, but trying to calm her down.   

  b. Martha was wrong, but there was much about this situation that was right and Jesus did not  

   discourage that.  She was interested in serving others and she was trying to honor Jesus.  

  c. Jesus addresses her w/o demeaning her.  This is vital since she is very emotional at the moment.  

   His tender approach builds a bridge to her heart over which His correction can cross!  

 5.  Jesus helps her identify that her feelings about Mary were the results of anxiety and trouble (vs. 41) 

  a. Illustration:  When you get worked up about something you sometimes take it out on those you 

   love the most.  You get frustrated & cast blame.  What they are doing that gets to you isn’t 

   the real problem.  There’s an underlying issue and this just brings it to the surface.   

  b. Martha allowed herself to get so worked up she was frustrated with her sister & even with Jesus.   

   Her problem was not what she perceived her problem to be.  A reality check was needed.  

  c. Martha was consumed by worry and probably didn’t realize how far it had gone.  We often think of 

   worry as something that demonstrates a lack of faith, but here it showed a misplaced focus.   

  d. Her worry robbed her of peace, caused her to be short with those she loved, & kept her from  

   spending valuable time with Jesus.  Jesus helps her to clearly see what was truly wrong.  

 6.  Jesus’ words refocus Martha away from what was pressing and toward what really mattered (vs. 42) 

  a. Notice how purposefully Jesus creates a contrast for Martha… He said, “You are anxious and  

   troubled about many things” and then Jesus said, “ONE thing is necessary.”   

  b. With these words, Jesus was really relieving the burdens of Martha.  Martha was unnecessarily 

   carrying an extra load.   Jesus invites her to exchange her many concerns for one concern!  

  c. The things that had distracted Martha weren’t wrong and in fact were good works, but they had 

   kept her from the one thing that she needed most… time with Jesus.   

 7.  Finally, Jesus gracefully & mercifully defended Mary.  Mary had focused on the eternal.  Jesus points  

  Martha to reconsider Mary’s example… give up the temporary concerns for the eternal!  (vs. 42) 

 

B.  We live in a world filled with Martha’s, so what are some lessons we can learn from Jesus here: 

 1.  First, let’s identify both the Martha’s in our lives and in our interactions with others: 

  a. First, many of us see ourselves.  We see ourselves being distracted from “the one thing” by the 

   “many things” that consumes our lives.  We lose focus.  We grow frustrated.   We miss out. 

  b. This could be a Christian who was once faithful and growing but has become distracted by cares 

   and concerns of this world.   This could be a person who has not obeyed the gospel of Christ 

   because their lives are too busy.  With both, it’s not really a big sin issue, but a priority issue.  

  c. This could also be a person whose relationships are being hurt because of their distracted hearts… 

   Their hearts are anxious and troubled and they take that out on the people in their lives.  

  d. This could be a person who is simply trying to do too much.  They have that “A” type personality 

   and so they accomplish a lot.  But their lives get off kilter and the imbalance is hurting them. 



 2.  We have to react with love!  We have learned this so often from Jesus, but we see it again.   In this case, 

  we see the need for tenderness so as to not discourage and dishearten people (2 Tim 2:24-25) 

 3.  If we are dealing with people whose hearts are consumed by anxiety and troubles, we need to patiently 

  show that the external problems are symptoms of a distracted heart (Phil. 4:5-6) 

 4.  We also need to point people to that “ONE thing” that really matters in their life and away from the  

  “MANY things” that are consuming them (Matthew 6:33-34; Matthew 22:37)  

 5.  Finally, look for those people who are focusing on the eternal and encourage them! (1 Thess. 1:2-3) 

 

IIIXXX...       TTTHHHOOOMMMAAASSS:::   

A.  This time, we find Jesus having a conversation with Thomas, one of His own apostles who was struggling in his 

faith after the resurrection: (John 20:24-29) 

 1.  Before looking at how Jesus dealt with Thomas, we need to refresh our minds about the background of 

       this conversation… It took place during a highly emotional and highly pivotal moment (vs. 10-23) 

 2.  Even though Thomas showed a weakness in his faith, Jesus did not treat him any worse than anyone else.  

       Jesus knew that Thomas was no different than the rest of the disciples (vs. 25-27) 

  a. Thomas really gets an unfair rap when people call him Thomas a doubter.   

   1) First, why do we remember him by his weakness since he changed… but not others 

   2) Why isn’t Peter called “Forsaking Peter?”  Why isn’t James and John called “The Sleeping 

    Disciples?”  Why isn’t Paul called “The Blaspheming & Persecuting Apostle?”  Why 

    isn’t Peter called “The Hypocritical Apostle?”  All had their moments just like Thomas 

   3) Also, Thomas wasn’t the only one who doubted.  It’s just that his personal conversation 

    with Jesus over his doubts is recorded for us.   Why aren’t others called doubters?  

  b. Consider the doubts and faith of the other disciples and apostles surrounding Jesus’ resurrection: 

   1) Two weeks before this conversation, Jesus appeared to two women.  They reported the 

    news to the disciples, but they did not believe them (Mark 16:11).  In fact, they said 

    the women’s report was nothing but idle tales and nonsense (Luke 24:11).  

   2) Two others reported the resurrection to them, but they still didn’t believe (Mark 16:13) 

   3) Jesus finally appeared to the inner circle of disciples and when He did He rebuked them for 

    their lack of faith.   Jesus shows they all were doubters not just Thomas (Mark 16:14) 

   4) We don’t see them really fully accepting the reality of the resurrection until after they 

    witnessed the wounds of the crucifixion in Jesus.  It’s then they rejoiced (John 20:20) 

  c. This last fact sheds a different light on Thomas’ request… He wasn’t making this up in his own mind 

   but only requested from Jesus the same opportunity Jesus gave the others.  His request to 

   witness Jesus’ wounds don’t show a greater depth of doubt… He’s wants to know for himself 

  d. Even though the others had come to believe in His resurrection, Jesus did not treat Thomas’ weak 

   faith as being any different than anyone else’s struggling faith.   Jesus gave Thomas a chance.  

 3.  Jesus patiently responded to Thomas’ doubt by giving Thomas the exact evidence he needed to overcome 

       his struggle to believe (vs. 27) 

  a. Why doesn’t Jesus respond to Thomas with harsh rebuke in this moment?  He had done this on 

   other occasions with him and the rest of the apostles.  The difference is that in this moment 

   it was clear that Thomas was trying to honestly sift through his discouragement and doubt  

  b. Jesus gives Thomas exactly what Thomas was wanting.  That’s grace.  Jesus could have said, “Look 

   at Me and believe.  Listen to Me and believe.  Listen to others and believe.”  Jesus would’ve 

   been right to expect this to be good enough for Thomas, but he felt like he needed more 



  c. With His words Jesus reaches down to Thomas where Thomas was at.  Jesus didn’t respond to him 

   with words and expectations of someone who had solid unwavering faith.   

 4.  Because Jesus did not simply write Thomas off and because Jesus gave Thomas what he needed to    

       overcome his struggle, we see Thomas’ doubt transformed to a bold faith (vs. 28-29) 

  a. Thomas understands now not only that Jesus has arisen from the dead, but who Jesus is.  He gets 

   the position of Jesus and the deity of Jesus.  His faith is now mature, strong, & confident!  

  b. But this confession says as much about Thomas as it does about Jesus.  He was expressing not only 

   his faith in Jesus but his response to his new understanding of the resurrection.  Thomas 

   makes it personal.  Not just “The Lord” but “MY Lord.”  Shows submission and devotion. 

  c. This confession of faith from Thomas is an active confession.  It shows what he is going to do with 

   the evidence Jesus gave him.  He’s not like the demons who simply believe & tremble!  

 

B.  There are going to be many opportunities to help people who are struggling with doubt, let’s consider some 

lessons Jesus has shown us about how to reach these people:  

 1.  First, we want to ask who is the Thomas in our own lives and in our daily conversations:  

  a. Going back to Jesus’ words to him, we see that this conversation with Thomas is about each one of 

   us (vs. 29).   Jesus is talking about each one of us… Those who haven’t touched His wounds 

   and seen His physical presence and yet believe.  What does Jesus think of us?  BLESSED!  

  b. We have to be honest and open about doubt… it is a reality all Christians deal with.  Lee Strobel 

   writes:  “There are 3 kinds of people in the church. Those who are struggling with doubt right 

   now, those who have no doubts now but will struggle with them in the future, and those 

   who have no doubts and will never have any doubts because they are basically brain dead.” 

  c. This is the honest doubters.  It’s not the person who raises questions & doubts just for the sake of 

   being different or causing problems.  This person is sorting and seeking their own faith.  

  d. This could be the person who is struggling in their belief of God.  Could be someone who hasn’t 

   become a Christian yet, but it could also be a Christian.  May even struggle in phases.  

  e. This could be a person who is struggling in their acceptance of the gospel itself.  Could be over 

   baptism, could be a teaching of Jesus, or something about the church.  It’s still doubts.  

 2.  If a person is an honest seeker, we must not just write them off because they have doubts.  Doubt does 

  not necessarily mean personal or spiritual weakness.  It’s not necessarily a lack of sincerity.  We  

  cannot treat such people as being “worse” than us because their faith is struggling (Jude 1:22-23) 

 3.  In our conversations as well as our actions, we need to remember to respond with grace and patience.  

  Struggling people need to be met where they are at and have their doubts answered.  Don’t be afraid 

  of the questions & concerns.  Remember, our faith is logical & based on the evidence! (I Pet 3:15) 

 4.  We must remember that not all doubts are bad.  When doubts are met by a sincere search for the truth 

  and encouragement, they can result in devoted, confident, and unwavering faith!  (Matt 7:7-8) 

 

XXX...       ZZZAAACCCCCCHHHAAAEEEUUUSSS:::       

A.  On this occasion, we find Jesus encountering another seeker named Zacchaeus.  This time the seeker is a person  

       who was seen as a terrible sinner and hated by his own people: (Luke 19:1-10) 

 1.  Let’s begin by taking a deeper look into Zacchaeus’ life.  We appreciate how Jesus handled him and how 

      he responded to Jesus so much better when we appreciate who this man was: 

  a. Zacchaeus is best known for being “a wee little man.”  So we know he wasn’t the most physically 

   dominate of people.  However, this wasn’t his most difficult obstacle to overcome. 



  b. Zacchaeus was a tax collector.  Tax collectors were typically viewed with great hatred because 

   their job was to collect taxes for Rome.   The Jews were bitter about Rome’s control over 

   them.  Anyone who collected taxes to Rome was seen as a traitor and one who made the 

   problem worse.  Every time you looked at tax collector, you saw oppression (Matt 22:17) 

  c. But tax collectors were often viewed as thieves, and for a good reason.  They basically had a  

   certain amount of money to collect and send to Rome, but they could collect however much 

   they wanted.   The extra they collected, they pocketed.  Most tax collectors were thieves and 

   everyone knew it, but there was little they could do about it.  They were crooks (Lk 3:12-13) 

  d. Zacchaeus wasn’t just a tax collector, he was a chief tax collector.  He managed tax collectors.  He 

   took money from tax collectors and personally gave it to the Roman government.  He had 

   made a good living at what he did for we read he was a rich man.  (Luke 19:2) 

  e. I don’t think we are being unfair to say Zacchaeus was shady character at best.  He would have 

   functioned on the outskirts of society.  He had taken advantage of people and taken from 

   people who were in need.  The pond scum of society.  But such people often came to Jesus!  

 2.  Jesus saw something in Zacchaeus that nobody else was likely able to see… Jesus saw a man with a    

       messed up life, but a man interested in Him (verses 3-6) 

  a. I doubt Jesus was the only person to spot Zacchaeus hanging out on the limbs of that tree that day 

   and I doubt Jesus was even the first to spot him up there… but Jesus was probably the only 

   person who saw Zacchaeus in the same way Jesus saw him – As a prospect for teaching!  

  b. But nothing would have pleased that crowd more than to see Zacchaeus the tax collector lose his 

   grip up in that tree and fall out, hitting every branch on the way down, and landing flat on his 

   face.  There probably would have been cheers from the crowd following such a humiliating 

   experience for this hated person.   All they could see was a suspect deserving condemnation.  

  c. As you look closely at Zacchaeus’ actions you can see his interest in Jesus and spiritual things: 

   1) To get a vantage point to see Jesus, he first has to run ahead of the crowd – Great Effort!  

   2) Then he finds a sycamore tree & climbs it – Climbing a tree is really hard work for anyone, 

    but remember, this guy is vertically challenged so it’s even more difficult!  

   3) When Jesus spoke to him, he hurries out of the tree – Ever hurried out of a tree?  You can 

    get hurt that way, you can get “burns” from the bark.  He’s very excited!  

   4) When he gets down he receives Jesus joyfully – He appreciates this awesome opportunity! 

  d. Imagine the thoughts the must’ve flooded the mind of Zacchaeus – He wasn’t trying to do anything 

   more than see Jesus.  Perhaps he thought, “Why had Jesus singled me out? Doesn’t Jesus 

   know who I am?  Doesn’t Jesus know what I do?” – Likely shocked Jesus cared about him! 

  e. In all of this we see that Jesus did not shy away from someone the rest of society was shunning.  

   You can feel their bitterness in the way Luke describes their response to Jesus’ invitation. 

 3.  Jesus spoke with straightforward and authoritative words in taking initiative with Zacchaeus (verse 5) 

  a. Perhaps something is lost in translation here… Certainly we cannot hear Jesus’ tone & His facial 

   expressions.   When I read these words I think of the woman at the well to whom Jesus said, 

   “Woman, give me a drink” and Mary at the cross when He said, “Woman, behold your son” 

   I’m sure Jesus spoke to Zacchaeus in more of an inviting way than we usually read it.  

  b. Regardless, Jesus didn’t beat around the bush or mince words.  He was direct.  He was so direct it 

   almost sounds like He doesn’t give Zacchaeus a choice.   Jesus creates a plan to solve the 

   problem… It’s like Jesus is saying, “Zacchaeus, here’s what we’re going to do.”  



  c. Illustration:  Selling shoes strategy – “Can I help you?” sounds kind but is not effective.  Usually 

   you’d say something like, “Hey… What kind of shoes are you looking for today?”  The second 

   is still spoken kindly but is direct.  You then know immediately how you can help them. 

 4.  Notice how Jesus didn’t dress down Zacchaeus with strong words of rebuke on the spot, but created a 

       personal environment in which to teach him (vs. 5-7) 

  a. Instead of correcting him publicly and humiliating him, Jesus goes to his house where he can teach 

   him.  Jesus takes him away from the crowds to where personal interaction can take place.  

  b. This angered the Jews who saw this event unfold.  They couldn’t believe that Jesus would go to the 

   home of someone as sinful as a tax collector.  I am sure many of them felt like Jesus should 

   have rebuked him harshly on the spot and refused to spend any time with him.  

  c. In going to his house, Jesus shows interest in this man’s life.  Zacchaeus knows more than ever that 

   Jesus cares about him.  At that point words of correction had so much more effectiveness!  

 5.  Evidently Jesus spoke very candidly with Zacchaeus about justice, mercy, and love and Zacchaeus’ need 

       for repentance in these matters (verses 8-9) 

  a. Verses 8-9 seem to be taking place in Zacchaeus’ home.  So he has been sitting and listening to 

   Jesus teach, likely asking questions, and answering some questions of Jesus.  Along the way 

   Jesus has taught him about living a righteous life in his relationships with others. 

  b. Zacchaeus has learned the importance of giving – He gives half of all he has to those who are in 

   need… a big change for a man who was once likely a money hungry crook. 

  c. Zacchaeus also has learned the nature of repentance – He chooses to give back what he has  

   unjustly taken 400%!  This means he is going to lose money, but he feels it is what is right! 

  d. At some point Jesus had to talk to Zacchaeus about matters Jesus knew would be sensitive.  Jesus 

   ran the risk of driving him away with hard teaching.  But Jesus gave him a chance to accept it!  

 

B.  Consider some lessons we can learn that will help us when we encounter the Zacchaeus’ in our own lives: 

 1.  First, let’s identify who the Zacchaeus’ are in our lives and our daily conversations:  

  a. This person is a spiritual seeker… They are looking for Jesus.  You probably don’t have to convince 

   them that they need Jesus or His gospel.   

  b. This is a person who knows they need something more, but perhaps they don’t know what it is 

   missing.  They are “shopping around” spiritually.  I don’t mean that they are necessarily  

   “church hopping” trying to find what they are looking for… they are just looking & listening. 

  c. While there are signs that this person is a spiritual seeker, they may not be totally overt in their 

   seeking.  Figuratively speaking, we may have to “look up in that tree” to see them.  But the 

   signs are there.  Spiritually, they want to see, but they are more passive in their search 

 2.  In this conversation Jesus has taught us that we need to be on the look out for people who are showing 

       great spiritual interest on their own (Colossians 4:2-6) 

  a. Preachers talk about “warm contacts” – These are prospects for teaching the gospel to that you or 

   someone you go to church with already knows.  There’s already a “warm relationship” so the 

   success rate for teaching is much higher.  A “cold contact” is like knocking on a random door.  

  b. This is another type of “warm contact” – This is a person who is showing they are interested… who 

   you don’t have to wonder whether or not they will talk to you about the gospel.   

  c. We’re not really looking for “wee little men” climbing up trees, so what do we look for?  A visitor 

   walking into the church building, person reading a Bible or religious publication in public, two 

   people discussing a Bible or spiritual question, a friend or coworker asks us a question, a 



   person we catch “eaves-dropping” on a spiritual conversation we are having with someone 

   else or trying to sneak a peak at what we a reading in our Bible or something Bible related. 

  d. We have to walk around with our eyes & ears wide open… We have to look for and even anticipate 

   potentially interested people.  This takes living with a more spiritual mindset but helps us 

   maintain that spirituality as well.   As you walk around, don’t forget to look up in the trees! 

 3.  Most of the time we need to be more direct and take the initiative in creating opportunities to teach    

       others and share our faith with them.  We need more boldness (Ephesians 6:19-20) 

 4.  We have to have our eyes open to a broader range of people as prospects for receiving the gospel and 

  listening to our faith.  People need to be given a chance to receive or reject the truth.  But yet too 

  often we just assume that someone as “messed up” as they are wouldn’t care (I Cor. 6:9-11) 

 5.  This conversation with Jesus also demonstrates the important role that showing our interest in the lives of 

  others and our care for them has in spreading “the good news” (1 Thessalonians 2:7-12) 

 6.  We owe to others to be honest and straightforward about the changes needed in their lives.  We don’t 

  need to be unnecessarily harsh, but we also shouldn’t avoid sensitive subjects  (Acts 26:19-20) 

 

XXXIII...       JJJAAAMMMEEESSS   AAANNNDDD   JJJOOOHHHNNN,,,    TTTHHHEEE   SSSOOONNNSSS   OOOFFF   TTTHHHUUUNNNDDDEEERRR:::       

A.  Jesus had many conversations with His own apostles that teach us great lessons.  Some of the more unique      

      situations arise as He deals with James and John, the sons of Zebedee: 

 1.  From the start of discipleship, James & John displayed that they were men of action, conviction, & faith:  

  a. James & John were sons of Zebedee.  They were partners with Peter in the fishing business.   They 

   were likely cousins of Jesus via Mary.  They, along with Peter, shared a closer relationship 

   with Jesus (the inner circle) and so had the opportunity to witness and hear a few things 

   the other apostles missed out on.  John was especially close – the disciple whom Jesus loved  

  b. Mark tells us when Jesus called James and John to follow Him that they immediately responded, 

   leaving behind their nets to follow Jesus (Mark 1:16-20).  But notice they didn’t just leave 

   their nets, but they left their father Zebedee behind in the boat.  I doubt this means they 

   never had contact with him anymore, but it does show their willingness to sacrifice for Jesus! 

  c. Remember how when Jesus was dying on the cross, He entrusted His mother’s care to John?  This 

   is even more impressive knowing Jesus had brothers still around!  (John 19:25-27) 

  d. Upon getting a report of the resurrection, Peter and John went to the tomb of Jesus.  On the way 

   John turns it into a race… He outruns Peter getting there and examines it (John 20:4-5) 

  e. When Jesus gives nicknames to some of His apostles, He calls James & John “Boanerges” (Mk 3:17) 

   1) Jesus was calling them “Sons of Thunder” - Literally “Sons of violent anger or rage.”   

   2) A play on words pointing to the stirring atmosphere characteristic of a thunderstorm 

   3) James and John had a fiery spirit.  They were passionate, zealous, energetic, and bold.  

    Things would not be boring or stagnant with them around.   Like Peter, they didn’t 

    mind speaking up.  They were go getters.  But sometimes this got them in trouble.  

 2.  Their fiery nature is most commonly thought of in the occasion when they asked Jesus if He wanted them 

       to call down fire from Heaven to devour Samaria (Luke 9:51-56) 

  a. Were James & John delusional?  Why did they think they could even call down fire from Heaven in 

   the first place?  Earlier in the chapter we learn that Jesus had sent them out to preach and 

   gave them the power to heal people & cast out demons.  They’d done very powerful things.  

  b. Their experience in Samaria filled them with what you might call “righteous indignation” – They 

   were upset because the people of Samaria had rejected Jesus.  This city didn’t want the Son 

   of God!  They didn’t want the miracles, the healing, the teaching, and the salvation.   



  c. James and John were certain that such unbelief and rebellion deserved punishment.   Notice that 

   they are asking Jesus if He wants them to call down the same punishment for this city that 

   Sodom & Gomorrah got!  Their passion for Jesus had become imbalanced and out of control!  

  d. In this occasion we don’t have Jesus’ side of the conversation recorded, I wish we did, but what we 

       have is all we need… We are simply told about two things Jesus did.   .(Note:  Read NKJV). 

   1) Jesus rebuked them – James and John were wrong.  Rejection of Jesus should be punished, 

    but the timing and spirit were wrong.   The word “rebuke” shows that Jesus spoke 

    bluntly to them.  Their response was not in line with Jesus’ mission to seek & save! 

   2) Jesus took them to another village – I’m guessing another city in Samaria.  In this Jesus 

    taught them not to totally give up on people.  To not get so bogged down in how 

    they would condemn that they’d forget to look for those interested in salvation.  

   3) Jesus’ conversation with these two is very important at this time because it brought their 

    focus back in place, restored their balance, and put their passion to work for good!  

 3.  At some point before their encounter with the Samaritan villages, we find James and John showing great 

      zeal in their attempt to protect Jesus (Mark 9:38-41) 

  a. It appears this takes place when James & John return with the others Jesus sent out to preach.   

   1) On this preaching trip they had been casting out demons.  Along the way they ran into 

    someone else casting out demons and this presented a dilemma and troubled them 

   2) What was the problem?  This guy was not one of them.  He wasn’t one of the disciples of 

    Jesus.  Yet he was casting out demons in the name of Jesus.   

   3) James and John handle this in an interesting way – They forbade the man from doing it 

    anymore.  Basically, they gave him a “cease and desist” order!    

   4) Because of the way they report it to Jesus, I don’t think this was an issue of jealousy.  I 

    think they were trying to stick up for Jesus.  The probably figured Jesus would do the 

    same thing.  Since Jesus wasn’t here to rebuke him, they did it for Him!  

  b. As Bible students, we want more information about that man casting out demons, but we don’t 

   have it and it’s not important for us to know.  The point is that James & John were so zealous 

   for people following Jesus, being one of His disciples, they stood in the way of the good this 

   man worked.  And, if he was truly casting out demons, they stood in the way of God’s work!  

  c. James and John were excited about what happened, so Jesus speaks words that calm them down.  

   He shows them to use restraint, patience, and wisdom in their interaction with others.   It’s 

   as if Jesus says, “Think first!  If they cast out demons in My name, why would you stop them”  

 4.  Finally, we see the “thunder” coming out of James and John in their fervent aspirations for greatness in 

       the kingdom of Jesus Christ (Mark 10:35-45)  

  a. James and John are pretty bold in this conversation!  The basically walk right up to Jesus and ask 

   Jesus for the best seats in His kingdom… one positioned on each side of Jesus!    

  b. Why would they dare ask this?  One, they were likely physically related to Jesus.  They were also 

   part of the inner circle.  While we hear a lot of pride in their request, remember that they are 

   seeking a place in the kingdom of Jesus.   They want greatness in being a disciple of Jesus.  So 

   while pride likely plays a role, it’s not the same as being arrogant in self (see “in your glory”) 

  c. James & John were very zealous, but their confidence & zeal was misguided.  Their understanding 

   and focus were earthly & physical.  Caused them to really be asking for the wrong position!  

  d. Jesus’ was very purposeful in His words to them, shedding light & understanding on their request: 

   1) First, Jesus makes it clear that such a request was out of their control.  He couldn’t grant it. 



   2) Second, Jesus caused them to see the end result of what they were asking.  Someone who 

    sits in such a position can expect to share in the sufferings of Jesus.  It wasn’t a  

    position of glamour & power by the world’s standards, but a position of persecution! 

   3) Finally, Jesus caused them to evaluate themselves.  They were very passionate about  

    greatness in the kingdom, but were they really ready for what that meant?   

  e. Jesus responded in way that did not destroy their aspirations and passions, but refocused them.   

   Jesus explains how they’d accomplish great things in the His kingdom but in a very different 

   way than anticipated.   What Jesus didn’t do was simply say, “You can’t have what you  

   want!” and leave it that, leaving them with nothing but shattered dream!  

 5.  You can see the incredible effectiveness in the way Jesus directed James and John in what they became 

       after Jesus ascended back to Heaven.  They were still “Sons of Thunder” but in a different way! 

  a. We know less about James for a good reason… He died a martyr for the cause of Christ very early 

   on in the days of the first church.  In fact, he appears to be the first apostle to die.  Possibly 

   his outspoken and zealous nature drew more attention more quickly to him (Acts 12:1-2) 

  b. Soon after Pentecost Peter and John are preaching Christ with great conviction and boldness.  

   They refuse to cower to the threats of the Jewish leaders, even though they knew what the 

   Jewish leaders did to Jesus.   They suffered beatings & imprisonment for it!  (Acts 4-5) 

  c. In Acts 8, we read about the spread of Christianity & how many became Christians in the cities of 

   Samaria.  The church at Jerusalem chooses to send Peter & John there to give them gifts of 

   the Holy Spirit.  So John goes to bless the same people he once sought to toast!  (vs. 14) 

  d. We lastly remember John for his exile on the island of Patmos.  Based on Jesus’ promise, he was 

   likely the last apostle to die, but he lived a long life of faithfulness in spite of persecution!  

 

B.  Trying to help a James or a John can be a very tricky thing, but Jesus has given us some very helpful and wise     

      insight into how to teach and direct such “Sons of Thunder” 

 1.  Let’s first identify who these “Sons of Thunder” are in our lives and in our daily conversations:  

  a. These are people of faith, action, and conviction.  You don’t doubt their passion and zeal for God.  

   They speak, they act, and they stand.  But sometimes they get a little off in their enthusiasm 

  b. This could be someone(s) who comes up with great plans and ideas for things to do for God.  They 

   want to get things done.  They want to conquer the world.  But sometimes they get going in 

   such a fast and grandiose way that they run ahead of God.   They fail to check & see if its in 

   God’s plan!  It sounds good to them, but perhaps it’s not the way God wants it accomplished.  

  c. This could be someone with a great passion and appreciation for righteousness and truth.  Because 

   of this, they find themselves getting frustrated, impatient, and even unmerciful toward those 

   whose theology is off or have sin in their life.  They tend to speak and act quickly in judgment 

  d. They could be people who have a great zeal for the Lord, but it’s not according to knowledge.  In 

   other words, they are zealous but are in error.   The problem is not in sincerity or activity, but 

   in truth.  They likely have no clue that they are off in belief or practice (Romans 10:1-3) 

 2.  As we encounter “Sons of Thunder” Jesus shows us that we need to make sure we provide correction and 

  instruction when it is needed.   Sadly sometimes “Sons of Thunder” get nothing but support and  

  praise because they are getting things done or doing what everyone else is thinking (1 Tim 1:12-14) 

 3.  Having said this, we need to make sure that we do not handle things in a way that would extinguish the 

  fire in their heart.  We need to be careful not to discourage a person’s love for God, fervor for truth 

  and righteousness, and desire to be worker in His kingdom! (Jeremiah 10:24; I Thess 5:19) 



 4.  We can do this by redirection.  It’s not the zeal, passion, and love that is wrong.  It’s often just the way it is 

  directed.   So perhaps we provide a way for them to work that’s within God’s will.  Perhaps we show 

  them a way to seek to save instead of just writing people off (Romans 6:16-18) 

 5.  In all three conversations with James and John, Jesus provided them balance.  We need to help people 

  find balance in their spiritual lives.  Like avoiding the extremes of being too accepting of sin and too 

  intolerable in condemnation.  Being overly zealous in matters and being lukewarm (Matt 23:23-24) 

 

XXXIII...       SSSAAAUUULLL   OOOFFF   TTTAAARRRSSSUUUSSS   –––    AAA    CCCOOONNNVVVEEERRRSSSAAATTTIIIOOONNN   UUUNNNTTTIIIMMMEEELLLYYY   BBBOOORRRNNN:::       

A.  To help us appreciate this conversation with Jesus, we need to spend a moment reflecting upon the man that    

      Jesus talks to… Allow me to introduce to you Saul of Tarsus, a persecutor of Christians, an opponent of  

      Christianity, and an enemy of Jesus Christ (Acts 9:1-3; Philippians 3:4-6) 

 1.  He had been a young man of great promise.  He was plucked and groomed to become a leader among the 

  Jewish people, a place of prominence among the Pharisees.  He had the best education, a strong 

  religious upbringing, & training under the top Pharisee of all… Gamaliel.  It is easy to believe that he 

  was being groomed to take Gamaliel’s place (Acts 22:3) 

 2.  As a young man, he was a willing participant in the stoning of Stephen.  He held the garments of people as 

  they cast stones killing Stephen while he was still preaching.  He heard Stephen, say “Father forgive 

  them…,” but it didn’t stop Saul or the others (Acts 7:57-8:1) 

 3.  Later, Saul led the persecution against Christians.  In Jerusalem, He went from house to house arresting, 

  not just the men but also the women, and drug them off to prison (Acts 8:3) 

 4.  Saul has just thrown some people in prison.  In arresting them, he takes away some letters they had  

  written to other Christians in the city of Damascus.  Now Saul has names and perhaps addresses.  

  They just made his work easy!  Now he is travelling down the road to Damascus… his blood is no 

  doubt boiling as he’s ready to take down more Christians!  (Acts 22:4-5) 

 5.  Saul was aggressive in his approach (Acts 26:9-12).  It’s easy after hearing this description to think of him 

  as a wholly evil man.   But all this persecution was done thinking he was standing for God, sincerely 

  thinking these people were blasphemous & that Jesus was a fraud (Acts 23:1) 

 

B.  Jesus had a unique approach for this unique man in a unique position: 

 1.  This conversation was not the first time Jesus had tried to work on the heart and mind of Saul.  Jesus had 

       been using goads for quite some time that had been making an impact on Saul (Acts 9:5) 

  a. The word “goad” (or prick) simply refers to an instrument with a sharp point on the end of it.  It 

   referred to many things from a bee stinger, to compass point, to a device for animal herding.  

   It probably has reference here to a stick with a sharp point on the end of it that would be 

   used to  motivate livestock to move in a desired direction.  Animals often tried “kicking  

   against the goads” but it didn’t work.  Eventually, they’d give in and go in the right direction 

  b. The goad may seem insignificant holding it in your hand, but if you were on the receiving end, it 

   was far from insignificant.  A goad caused no permanent damage, but it hurt.  It stung.  

  c. This is what Jesus is saying He had been doing to Saul… He had been “goading” Saul and Saul had 

   been kicking against it.  Jesus had been trying to get Saul to go in the right direction for some 

   time now with smaller “hints” and “jabs” but it wasn’t sinking in with Saul.  He resisted.  

  d. What “goads” had Jesus used?  The law and the prophets, the very Christians Saul persecuted, 

   Stephen’s death, the witnesses of Jesus’ life, the empty tomb, Saul’s struggle at law keeping 



  e. By bringing the goads up, Jesus calls upon Saul to put the pieces together and see what he had not 

   been able to see up to this point.  That all of the goads pointed to Jesus as the Christ, the Son 

   of God!  Saul suddenly can see the goads in a new light and the light in his mind went off!  

 2.  Jesus was able to see something in this Saul of Tarsus that most people would have been unable to see.  

      He saw someone that was “not far from the kingdom of God” (Acts 9:10-16) 

  a. How many 1
st

 Century Christians considered Saul of Tarsus a prospect for the gospel of Christ?  

   Instead of running to Saul with the word, people ran away from him!  Their response to Saul 

   after his conversion shows how real this was… which one of us blames them for it? (9:21, 26) 

  b. Consider some things Jesus might have seen in Saul to motivate Jesus to have this intervention: 

   1) Saul was a man of established and focused priorities… He took his faith very seriously.  

   2) Saul was a man of genuine motives and pure sincerity… He valued and protected his  

    conscience.  He was sincerely wrong.  He was honest with himself and God. 

   3) Saul was a man of incredible zeal and passion… There was no need of lighting a fire under 

    him, it was already burning hot!  He wholly vested himself in serving God.   

  c. While everyone else had likely written Saul off, Jesus kept His eyes on him!  Some of the very same 

   things that caused Saul to be so persistent in his persecution Christians would become the 

   very same things that caused him to be persistent in preaching the gospel!   

  d. While it took something drastic, what Saul needed was redirection.  Once he was redirected, there 

   was no turning back.  He was committed, faithful, zealous, and willing to die for his faith!  

 3.  Jesus did not ignore or overlook Saul’s error because of his religiousness or sincerity (Acts 9:6; 23:1)  

  a. To many people, Saul of Tarsus was the poster child of religiousness.  He was trained in the law of 

   God and knew the law of God well.  He lived out God’s law to the best of his ability.  He was 

   sincere and stood firmly for what he thought was right.  He wasn’t like the other Pharisees!  

  b. Saul had done everything in all good conscience… was fully convinced this was God’s will for him! 

  c. Our religious culture would have left Saul alone � You serve God your way and as long as you are 

   sincere, it’s okay.  We’re all going to Heaven, just on different paths.  We are the product of 

   upbringing and so God’s word means different things to different people because of that.  

   You have to follow what your heart tells you to do.  It’s just a feeling you have inside of you. 

  d. Jesus wasn’t impressed by all the religious things Saul did or how sincere he was about his faith… 

   Jesus is telling Saul that he was wrong and there was something Saul had to do about it!  

   Jesus required that Saul change his direction completely and make full repentance.  

 4.  Jesus dealt and spoke with Saul of Tarsus on this occasion in a more firm, direct, & blunt way (Acts 9:7-9) 

  a. Saul’s own reading of the law & prophets had not gotten through...  All of the goading Jesus had 

   done to Saul’s heart had not gotten through...  It was time for more drastic measures.  

  b. By this point in time Jesus is breaking the norm in His conversation with Saul.  Once ascended back 

   to Heaven, we don’t find cases of Jesus speaking directly to men to convince them of their 

   sins.  By this point, Jesus was using the preaching of the gospel by others to convict people. 

  c. So Jesus takes a seemingly extreme path to break through to Saul – Shining a bright light on Saul, 

   speaking directly to Saul, and then striking Saul with blindness until he listens to the gospel. 

  d. Jesus speaks directly to Saul about his guilt.  Saul was persecuting innocent Christians and those 

   persecuting Jesus.   Jesus doesn’t pretty up the picture of Saul’s life to make the message to 

   him more palatable.   Saul needs to hear the truth and his condition just like it really is!  

  e. Later, Jesus would also be very open and frank with Saul about what Saul would have to endure for 

   preaching the gospel.  Jesus doesn’t romanticize what he will sacrifice & suffer! (Acts 26:17-18) 



  f. Paul was very conscious of the direct measures Jesus had to take to bring him out of the darkness 

     and into the light.  He spoke of being snatched out and he was thankful for it!  (Phil 3:12) 

   Note:  The phrase “made me His own” literally means “to seize, to catch, to lay hold of” 

 

C.  So what do we do when we encounter a Saul of Tarsus in our own lives and in our conversations with others?  

 1.  We come in contact with many Saul’s in our lives.  Consider some forms they may take:  

  a. A Saul is not a person is living in defiant rebellion to God pursuing an immoral & ungodly lifestyles. 

   A Saul is one who is very religious and who is sincerely trying to please God in all they do.  

   They don’t have big moral sins to turn away from or deep rooted habits they have to give up.  

  b. A Saul is one who is very religious, sincerely religious, but is wrong.  Perhaps it is in a fundamental 

   doctrine they believe that contradicts God’s word.  Perhaps it is a problem in the way they 

   worship or serve God.  Perhaps it is their understanding of how to be saved.  Perhaps they 

   are part of a church that doesn’t follow the pattern of the New Testament.  

  c. A Saul is a person that is extremely hard to reach because they sincerely think they are right.  If you 

   try to point out error in what they believe or do, it quickly becomes a highly emotional  

   situation… especially when it is their salvation that is being called into question.   

  d. A Saul may also be a person we are timid about talking to because their knowledge of the Bible is 

   intimidating.  We may know they are in error, but may be afraid we cannot adequately point 

   it out to them.  We think if it gets into a “scripture war” we run the risk of losing!  

 2.  We need to recognize the important foundation that “goads” play in the lives of people (Rom 2:3-5)   

  a. Whether these spiritual motivators originate with us or elsewhere, we need to identify and point 

   them out to those we are trying to help.  It’s like we are putting the puzzle pieces together.  

  b. Understand that the person we are trying to reach has probably been blinded to the very things 

   that have been goading them.  We have to try to help them open their eyes!  

 3.  It’s vital that we be able to see beyond the error to the good qualities that lay hidden by it (Rom 10:2)

  a. People in Saul’s position hold great potential in serving God, but they stand need redirection.  

  b. As they begin to see their error, they need to see their potential as well!  Some may be so  

   overwhelmed by the reality of being wrong and discouraged that they give up too soon! 

  c. Sometimes we fail to even try to reach these people because we cannot see beyond what’s wrong.  

 4.  But balance is needed.  We cannot get so caught up in the good we see in them that we overlook or  

  ignore their error and their lost condition (Matthew 7:21-23; 2 John 1:8-9) 

 5.  Finally, we need to understand that there is a time when the goading must be set aside for more  

  straightforward and candid measures (Ephesians 6:20; Jude 1:23) 

 

 � Hope (Acts 22:19-21; 1 Tim. 1:15-16) and Direction (Acts 9:6, 22:13-16)  

 

 

Jesus And His Critics 

Peter Before Denials  

Peter After Denials  

Saul Of Tarsus – A Conversation Born Out Of Due Season  

 

Final Summary Lesson:  How Jesus Connected With People  

- Jesus made ways to be around people  

- Jesus was approachable and available.  



- Jesus spoke and acted with honesty, sincerity, and truth 

- Jesus was genuine and transparent in His relationships.  People could tell He loved them and was interested. 


