
Contribution Matters 
Introduction:  (Scripture Reading:  Philippians 4:14-16) 

 

CONTRIBUTION MATTERS:  FROM NUTS AND BOLTS TO PRACTICAL APPLICATION 
 1.  When we talk about giving and the contribution many people think about tithing.  In fact, in the religious 

       world, the collection of the saints is almost universally described as a tithe offering (Malachi 3:8-10) 

  a. The idea of a tithe is the idea of a tenth, or 10 percent.  For instance, if a man was tithing of his 

   flocks and herd, he would give every tenth animal to the Lord (Leviticus 27:30-33) 

  b. The tithe was a special act of giving regulated by God.  This 10% went specifically to the tribe of 

   Levi who had no land to work.  The Levites then tithed to those actually serving as priests.  

   The Levites were not given any land.  They were sustained by the people’s tithes.  

  c. This 10% wasn’t all they gave… There were several other tithes and offerings done on top of this.  

   Some have estimated their giving to be anywhere from 25-40%.  But remember, it is hard to 

   base a whole lot on this because they were also a nation.  So some was like their tax system 

  d. While tithing does predate the law of Moses, those are unique situations.  The mandate to tithe is 

   a Law of Moses matter.  We are not under the law of Moses in any way anymore.  We learn 

   from it, but are not under it.  The tithe isn’t taught in the law of Christ (Acts 15:5) 

  e. Does this distinction matter or is it just splitting hairs?  It matters because the tithe is taught  

   nowhere as a Christian practice.  It matters because we are taught a different standard than 

   the tithe standard.  It matters because it was part of the Old Law which Jesus nailed to the 

   cross when He died.  To go back to the tithe is essentially undoing part of what Jesus died to 

   do!  We can learn from the tithe, but we do not follow the tithe today (Ephesians 2:14-16) 

 2.  So why take up a collection today?  Not because the law of Moses instructed it, but because it is what 

       churches in the NT were told to do (Acts 11:27-30; 1 Cor. 16:1-2; 2 Cor. 8:4; 2 Cor. 9:1, 5; Phil 4:14-16) 

  a. It’s not uncommon to hear of churches holding fund raisers or hosting yard sell type events to raise 

   money for their work.  Many times it is a mission trip or for their youth group.  Regardless, 

   this is NOT Biblical.  There is no authority for raising money any other way than the collection   

  b. This collection was simple:  Each member set money aside and gave it to the church on the first 

   day of the week.  That money was collected and sent directly to the need.  Money was either 

   sent straight to the preacher supported or to elders at the church who had needy saints 

  c. Notice the collection was handled on the first day of the week… The idea in the Greek is actually 

   the first day of EVERY week.  Why?  This was when the saints were meeting to worship and 

   take the Lord’s Supper.  But still this is pretty specific isn’t it?  This is why we don’t take up a 

   collection on Wednesday night or any other night.  It’s the only way we are shown it done. 

  d. Something else is revealed… What was the collection used for?  Benevolence for needy saints and 

   evangelism.  Churches didn’t take up a collection to provide for recreational interests of its 

   members.  They didn’t take up collections to relieve the needs of just anyone out there.   

 3.  In recent years it has become popular to question the contribution as only an example that isn’t binding:  

  a. It is argued that the collection was only something done in the presence of a need.  So that the 

   authority for a collection & treasury is only for when there’s a need.  In practicality churches 

   would only take up a collection on the occasion that a need arises (like the needy saints) 

  b. If a person wants to argue this point, I choose not to argue it with them.  I believe it is a pointless 

   argument.  Why?  Because there will always be a need.  If I stop seeing a need I am blind!  



  c. There are plenty of preachers who need financial support. There are plenty of Christians who are 

   in need.  There will always be teaching and evangelism efforts locally that require money. 

  d. Sadly I believe this questioning isn’t ultimately about the collection, but things the collection often 

   support… Like located preachers, a church owning a building, and other expenses that are 

   right, but not required, as matters of expediency in carrying out instructed work. 

 4.  Okay, so we know we ought to give but how do we know much to give?  What is the standard?  

  a. Under the Law of Moses there were specific amounts they were to give.  But all of their giving  

   wasn’t specified.  There were free will offerings.  They were offerings with no exact measure.  

   In some ways a tithe was easy… you knew exactly what to give.  Freewill offerings gave each 

   Jew a chance to express their appreciation to God… a little or lot?  This is very similar to what 

   we do as Christians now under the N.C.   Our standard is higher than a specified amount 

  b. We are to give as we have been prospered (I Corinthians 16:2)  Notice it’s not on what is left 

   over after all bills are paid and all fun has been had.  It’s based on how we’ve prospered. 

  c. We are to give as we have purposed in our hearts (2 Corinthians 9:7)  God hasn’t given us a tax 

   rate to impose.  We choose the specific amount.  It’s free will… but it is not spur of the  

   moment.  It is thought out and planned… we will say more about this a little later. 

  d. We are to give bountifully (2 Corinthians 9:6)  Attached to this is promised blessings from the 

   Lord.  Don’t get that confused with a health and wealth gospel… don’t expect a brand new 

   bass boat to show up if you increase it.  But the truth is that God blesses givers.   

  e. It is something we are to seek to excel in and show the level of our love (2 Corinthians 8:7-9). If 

   those not under Christ had a starting point of 10% with free will and other offerings on top of 

   that… where should we seek to be under Christ?  Regardless… we should want to do more!  

  f. Our giving is based on what we have, not what we don’t have (2 Corinthians 8:12; Acts 11:29). It is 

   not expected that everyone give equally.  The amount I give is no less important to God  

   because I am unable to give as much as someone else.  Remember the widow’s mite… but 

   also don’t lose sight of how she gave a little, but it was sacrificial.  Her little was her all! 

  g. So why tithing?  I believe it’s because it is easy.  It’s easier for people to walk away feeling like they 

   have done enough.  It’s easier for preachers who know giving needs to be increased. But this 

   is a Pharisaical mindset.  They loved things with exact measures because their hearts were 

   not right!  See Matthew 23:23.  It’s easier to get people to tithe than to give out of a heart 

   that loves God, appreciates Him, and wants to bless others…  Because that’s sacrificial!  

 5.  Let’s take a moment and observe these instructions.  It’s one thing to hear what we are to do, but it helps 

      to see them with skin on it… See the Corinthian & Macedonian Christians’ example (2 Corinthians 8-9) 

  a. 8:2 Even though they were dealing with poverty they joyfully gave abundantly for others 

  b. 8:5  The secret behind their generosity was that they first gave themselves to God.  Two things 

   here… (1) Total trust in God (2) Everything about them and their lives was dedicated to God 

  c. 8:8-11  A giving spirit is marked by a love for others, an appreciation of God’s grace and what 

   Jesus has done for us, a readiness to give, a desire to give, and the will to carry through 

  d. 9:5  Their gift was not accidental, but was deliberate and thought out.  Not a surprise offering.  

  e. 9:12-13  Their gift resulted in many thanksgivings to God.  Giving results in glory to God! 

 6.  We have some room for freedom within these instructions and examples.  How we carry this out becomes 

      a matter of expediency.  Consider some ways this could be done:  

  a. Does it matter if you give cash or a check?  You could even lay by in store in pennies… but the guys 

   who count it may not be very happy!  What if the way we exchanged money changed?  What 

   if things went totally digital?  Could we use a debit card system?   

  b. We pass a basket around and everyone puts some money in it.  There are churches who put a box 

   in the foyer or in the front of the building and people put their contribution in as they come 

   or go.  Could there be a person who collects it all and you just hand it to him?  



  c. We take up a collection during services where several men pass around the basket.  Some people 

   do this right before or right after the Lord’s Supper.  Why?  It’s a convenient time.  We could 

   do it after an invitation song or first thing.  We could do it after services.   

  d. We have a bank account, actually two, where funds are kept.  We have a treasurer, Buzz, who 

   keeps up with all of our finances.  We post financial reports.  All of these things are simply 

   expediencies within the authority of the scriptures to carry out the collection as instructed. 

  e. I am putting this question here because I don’t know where else to put it… Some ask, “What about 

   a person who is paid monthly, do they give monthly or weekly?”  I believe the “as you have 

   been prospered” principle would say to give as you are paid… so that would be monthly.  But 

   if it feels weird or wrong, break it up into weekly amounts.  But either way you are still  

   setting apart that contribution, dedicating it to God, and storing it up. 

 7.  Equipping The Saints… Preparing For Contribution: 

  a. While we do not tithe, is there something we can take away from it?  

  b. Remember that your giving is worship (Philippians 4:15-18).  When you set your money aside to 

   give back to the Lord, do it with a worshipful spirit.  When the time comes to actually give it, 

   do it with a worshipful spirit.  It is not good to treat this time like dead space! 

  c. Be connected with what your contribution is supporting.  This church is currently giving support to 

   three preachers… Myself, Abraham Cruz, and Terry Partain.  As needs arise we do help needy 

   saints.  We spend money on teaching and evangelism.   Get to know what is going on.  Write 

   letters to the guys you support & get to know their work.  Pray over it.  Many of you use  

   checks for your contribution… what goes in the “FOR” line?  SAVING SOULS (Phil. 4:17-20) 

  d. Be purposeful about what you give.  Many Christians have chosen the idea of 10% because they 

   think it is a good amount.  My personal experience has been that 10% is a good number… it 

   feels like a significant amount and it does take sacrifice and planning. (2 Corinthians 9:7) 

  e. Make a real budget & be seriously consistent with it.  Budgeting is a Biblical concept (Prov. 27:23).  

   Do you budget your contribution?  I don’t mean you give what’s left over, but at the start you 

   choose what to give and dedicate it to the Lord.  Start with God… don’t sell God short.  In this 

   process don’t forget to plan to bless others.  The collection isn’t the only way we give! 

 


