
Ashley Madison Needs Jesus Too 
Introduction:  (Scripture Reading:  1 Corinthians 6:9-11) 
 A.  A couple weeks ago news outlets began to indicate that a website called Ashley Madison had been hacked 

  and everyone on it would have their personal information released.  Many people started getting 

  real nervous real quick.  The hackers said they did it to expose the vulnerability of the company and 

  how they didn’t take measures to prevent something like this.  The lists became public.  You could 

  search by email address, by name, and it was broken down by state and city.  There were certainly 

  some fake information out there, but there were also real names and real addresses on the list too!  

 B.  What is Ashley Madison?  It is a website that targets married people who want to have an affair.  They are 

  not quiet or shameful about it.  Their slogan is “Life is short. Have an affair” 

 C.  The numbers were astounding:  Information for 37 million unique users were leaked.  9.6 million of those 

  contained credit card information (men had to pay for some services women did not have to pay for).  

  You could pay to have your information deleted, but obviously that never happened as promised. (9) 
   There were only three zip codes in the United States where there were no Ashley Madison accounts made.  These three places 

   had two things in common… no people & no internet.  (1) Nikolai, Alaska (99691) — Population: 94 (2010 Census) (2) Perryville, 

   Alaska (99648) — Population: 113 (2010 Census) (3) Polvadera, New Mexico (87828) — Population: 269 (2010 Census) (2) 
 D.  Since the leak, many marriages are in trouble.  Some whose info was in the leak claim that they never 

  cheated or that their info was stolen and used.  That works for some, but not all.  Many divorces are 

  already taking place because of it.  There have even been suicides… Captain Michael Gorhum, a 25 

  year veteran with the San Antonio police department, took his own life days after the leak. 

 E.  Every name on that list represents a life, a family, and sometimes even children. There’s great heartache, 

  despair, and hopelessness (Read Story).  What can we learn from this?   

 

A.  THINGS WE NEED TO SEE IN THE WAKE OF THE ASHLEY MADISON LEAKS: 

 1.  Adultery is one of the, if not the, most painful and destructive experiences on earth 

  a. Divorce Costs:  “When Madonna divorced Guy Ritchie in 2008, she reportedly settled with the 

   famous filmmaker for $75 million as part of their divorce agreement. That's nothing…  

   compared to Mel Gibson's $425 million divorce from Robyn Moore Gibson in 2011.  Topping 

   the list of expensive divorces though is Rupert Murdoch's $1.7 billion split from former wife 

   Anna Murdoch in 1999.”  It costs $15,000 to $20,000 to get a divorce, about what it does to 

   get married.  This doesn’t cover the continued expenses if children are involved (1) 

  b. This is the cheap side of adultery.  The greatest cost of adultery is that which you cannot put a 

   dollar amount on.  Long after lawyers are paid and alimony checks written, the price is still 

   being paid… Pain, shame, guilt, hurt, brokenness, confusion, anger, bitterness, loss of trust 

  c. Adultery is not a game.  We know God hates divorce.  Adultery is the one thing and the only thing 

   that we are given permission to divorce over.  God sees the high cost of adultery! (Matt 19:9) 

  d. Here’s the thing… An affair is fun… it is exciting… it is fulfilling… it is pleasurable.  Perhaps you have 

   found someone who cares about your emotions, listens to you, and makes you feel good 

   about yourself.  Perhaps you find someone who gives you the physical attention you want.  

   Yes, it feels good, but be sure to check the price tag!  It’s pleasure is temporary! (Heb 11:25) 

 2.  Your marriage relationship must be valued, protected, and nourished:  

  a. What truly motivates a person to subscribe to a service like Ashley Madison?  Hear the words of 
   one person:  “The passion is gone, and a couple of years ago my physical attraction to my 
   wife waned… I grew more dissatisfied and resentful of the prospect of a sexually unfulfilled 
   life. As time passed, I reflected on my limited experiences in light of the realisation that I may 
   spend the rest of my life fundamentally unsatisfied… I found what I didn’t even know I was 
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   seeking: a partner who makes me feel alive and passionate. I found love, and I couldn’t be 
   happier in that respect. I could never go back to my old life and self… I have no regrets… I 
   joined the dating website in search of sex after getting bored with my wife, but instead I 
   found love. If my details are released, I’ll deal with the consequences (7) 
  b. An affair takes place in around 40% of marriages.  Why? “Men are more likely to cite sexual  

   motivations and less likely to fall in love with an extramarital partner. Women tend to have 

   an emotional connection with their lovers and are more likely to have an affair because of 

   loneliness or because they are looking to fill an emotional void.” (8)  

  c. Ashley Madison reminds us of the need for a husband and wife to meet each other’s needs.  Needs 

   are not being met at home!  Needs are not being pursued at home!  Two sides to this: I must 

   make sure I’m fulfilling my spouse’s needs so they’re not tempted by opportunities to fulfill 

   them elsewhere.  I must love my spouse and my marriage enough that if my needs aren’t 

   being met, I will resist the temptation to fulfill them elsewhere!  (Prov 5:15-20; I Cor 7:3, 5) 

  d. What is your marriage worth to you?  Your relationship with your husband or wife must be a  

   precious treasure.  All too often we take our relationships for granted.  We don’t work at 

   improving them.  We don’t feed them.  We allow negative influences into them.   

 3.  Take sin seriously… It is not something to play around with  

  a. Many claim they did not join this site to cheat.  Instead they did it to have fun or out of curiousity: 

   1) A divorce lawyer said, ““I had a particular person call me and say, 'My spouse found out I 

    was on Ashley Madison, I have not done anything wrong other than go on the site 

    and send a few emails, but it has really compromised my marriage.'" (4) 

   2) “He was merely having some fun with some friends, and that has now put him in a jam, and 

    his spouse has left him and now they're entertaining divorce, and it's a shame,” (4) 

   3) “I signed up for the site foolishly and ignorantly with a group of friends and I deeply  

    apologize for any embarrassment of pain I have brought to my wife and family… We 

    both look forward to moving past this and getting on with our lives.” (5)  

   4) Other have claimed they did it out of research, to see if they knew anyone, or connect 

    with a friend from their past.  Most claimed they never intended to have a real affair 

  b. I doubt many people who signed up for this service realized how bad things would get.  Perhaps it 

   was viewed as harmless fun.  They could have thought they would never be caught.  But in 

   the moment it would have been easy to ignore the shame, embarrassment, heart ache, and 

   relationship damage it would cause.  But isn’t that how sin works?  (Sin will take you…) 

  c. Most of the time people don’t fall into an affair randomly.  It happens as the result of steps taken 

   that lead you there.  Consider something Josh Duggar said about his own life, ““I have been 

   the biggest hypocrite ever. While espousing faith and family values, I have secretly over the 

   last several years been viewing pornography on the internet and this became a secret  

   addiction and I became unfaithful to my wife… I am so ashamed of the double life that I have 

   been living and am grieved for the hurt, pain and disgrace my sin has caused my wife and 

   family, and most of all Jesus and all those who profess faith in Him.” (5)  

  d. Adultery is not something to play around with.  It is not a joke.  You don’t use it as a threat.  You 

   don’t entertain the thought.  Too many people have fallen prey when all they planned on 

   doing was having a little fun or being curious.  If you crack the door, sin can enter.  It won’t 

   enter if we never crack it open in the first place!  (Proverbs 6:25-29) 

 4.  Sin, even and especially sexual sin, is no respecter of persons.  Don’t be too proud!  

  a. As the lists were made public, people began searching them for famous people… and they found 

   them.  There were quite a few reality show celebrities.  There were well known politicians.  

   Reports showed that government and military emails were commonly used on the site.  It’s 

   hard because some accounts were obviously fake, like the Obama one, but many were not. 



     “The list includes at least two assistant U.S. attorneys, an information technology administrator in the White House's 

    support staff, a Justice Department investigator, a division chief, and a government hacker and counterterrorism 

    employee at the Homeland Security Department. Others visited from networks operated by the Pentagon.” (6)  

  b. There were even religious leaders outed by the hacking of the site.  Most famous was Josh Duggar 

   from the famous TLC show 19 Kids and Counting.  Also, a YOUTUBE Christian celebrity named 

   Sam Rader was exposed, though his account seems to predate his work (5)  Other lesser 

   and unknown leaders and members of the religious community have also been exposed. 

  c. It is good that many of you believe you would never use something like Ashley Madison.  Perhaps 

   you wouldn’t.  But there are no doubt names on that list of people who never dreamed they 

   would use it either.  Sin is deceptive.  Sin is sneaky.  It works slowly and chips away at us.  

  d. Perhaps I wouldn’t use a site like Ashley Madison… but I have other battles I fight daily.  How much 

   better am I?  Self-righteousness and pride may be creeping in!  I cannot afford to assume 

   I’m above falling to temptation like adultery because I’ll let my guard down (1 Cor. 10:12-13) 

 5.  We need to make sure we balance our righteous indignation with grace and mercy 

  a. I remember when I heard of the hacking of the website and the leaked names.  I remember  

   hearing Trussville was on top of the list, but it wasn’t.  When the actual database began to be 

   passed around I wanted to click the link. I wanted to know if I would recognize any of the 

   names.  I wanted to see if any neighbors were involved.  So I clicked… I didn’t know anyone 

   but suddenly a feeling of sadness & despair hit me… Each name was a person, a life, a family.  

    - Each line on that list represents husbands and wives who are experiencing great 

    pain, hearts are broken, children confused, families hanging on by a thread. 

  b. When the new first broke, perhaps you thought, “These people are getting what they deserve! It 

   serves them right. They deserve public humiliation & exposure.”  Even many worldly people 

   felt the same way. Perhaps you thought of the verse, “Be sure your sins will…” (Num 32:23) 

  c. Some of the comments and actions made carried an air of excitement and pleasure.  It was almost 

   as if finding this list become a source of entertainment.  Entertainment in what?  A website 

   that makes tons of money off people’s sins?  Millions seeking an affair?  Hackers doing wrong 

   things to expose all involved?  Broken marriages, broken homes, broken children?  As I seek 

   satisfaction in someone else’s demise, how much better off am I than they? (Romans 3:23) 

  d. When something like this happens, we sometimes forget that others are involved.  Quote:  “Some 

   would say my husband deserves this as a consequence of his actions. But do I? My name is 

   attached to his. I didn’t do anything to deserve the potential judgment and ridicule by my 

   friends and family who aren’t aware.” (3)  Instead of applauding I should be mourning!  

  e. The sin of adultery must not be minimized.  The damage done must not be ignored.  But showing 

   the light of grace and mercy to those struggling to heal or needing forgiveness is essential.  It 

   is sad when Christians on the list have more fear & less hope than the lost do!  Shame and 

   disgrace is not our ultimate goal, restoration and forgiveness is!  (1 Cor. 6:9-11; 2 Cor. 2:6-8) 

 

B.  ASHLEY MADISON NEEDS JESUS:   
Our world is sick and broken and the only answer is Jesus. What Ashley Madison needs is Jesus!  What’s Ashley Madison? It is a 
group of men and women who have joined a massive social network for the purpose of adultery. It’s not just a website, it is 
people. When you see that list of names and addresses you are seeing a whole host of lives and families that right now are 
devastated, confused, hurting and lost.  Let’s not only use this as an occasion to show how wrong adultery is, but to show what 
can be RIGHT by following Jesus and His word! In most cases, Ashley Madison wasn't the problem, it was where people went 
because they already had a problem. It is a website that preys on broken and hurting people. Marriage in our nation is in trouble 
but it doesn’t have to be that way!  Ashley Madison needs Jesus. 

 
I cannot imagine how gut wrenching it must have been for people to open up the file and see their name and 
personal information plastered there.  Like the scarlet A on Hester Prynne, they were immediately labeled an 
adulterer.   It was devastating to have their name written there.  Where is your name written? (Rev 20:15; 21:27) 
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