
 
 
 
 

 
Introduction: 
 A.  There are certain tools Satan uses to pull peo ple away from God: (Eph. 6:11; 2 Cor. 5:11)  
  1.  One of the most successful things the devil uses against us is compromise: 
  2.  Satan knows he does not have to get us to totally and suddenly turn our backs on God: 
   a. He just needs to get us to compromise in one area of our service to God – Satan 
    knows he need not get ALL of us, he just needs to get PART of us to win! 
   b. Once we start to compromise in one area of our service to God, often before we 
    realize what has happened, we start compromising in many other areas 
  3.  It is a dangerous form of deception that fools us into thinking were are fine because it is a 
    gradual move or just a small change 
 B.  The use of compromise is not something new ����  We see it throughout the Bible: 
  1.  One of the greatest times we see this portrayed is during the plagues sent upon Egypt: 
   a. Set the background:  God was ready to bring His people out 
   b. A battle of wills �  Pharaoh’s against the Lord’s – We know who will win this one! 
  2.  When God called for Pharaoh to let His people God he called for a complete and total 
       separation of His people from the land of Egypt: 
   a. God was not satisfied with a part or portion – but demanded a complete exit! 
   c. In the course of the plagues that God sent upon Egypt and His demands (through 
    Moses) to “Let my people go!” �  Pharaoh offers Moses four different  
    compromises; however, the Lord would have none of it! 
  3. God still calls for His people to leave the land of Egypt and its slavery and bondage: 
   a. Egypt and its bondage symbolizing living according to this world and in sin 
   b. The same compromises put before Moses are like what we struggle with today! 
 
I.  Go Ahead And Sacrifice, Just Sacrifice Here In The Land:   
 A.  Pharaoh reacts to the demand of the Lord with a compromise: 
  1.  Moses and Aaron approached Pharaoh with God’s decree (Exodus 5:1-3)  
   a. The request was simple:  Let us go so we can sacrifice to God in the wilderness 
   b. Pharaoh faced losing many of his work force �  He couldn’t let this happen! 
   c. Instead of heeding the Lord’s command Pharaoh buckles and even makes the  
    work which the Israelites were doing much more difficult! 
   d. So we have the struggle beginning �  Pharaoh says NO! to God! 
  3.  As the scene unfolds Pharaoh continues to refuse to let them go, in spite of much  
       pleading by Moses �  So, as we know, God begins to send plagues upon the land: 
   a. ALL of the water in the land turns to blood, a week later frogs cover the entire land, 
    all the dust turns to lice, and then came the swarms of flies 
   b. With each plague we see Pharaoh’s heart getting harder and harder 
  4.  Finally, Pharaoh just cannot take it anymore!  So he offers a compromise: (Ex. 8:25) 
   a. The compromise was to worship God without ever leaving the land of Egypt! 
   b. Pharaoh doesn’t seem to care whether or not the children of Israel worshipped 
       Jehovah while in Egypt: 
    1) To Pharaoh, it seems, Jehovah would have been just another God on big 
     list of gods that were worshipped in the land of Egypt! 
    2) God refuses to be “just another God!” He says, “Let My People Go! 
  5. This was a compromise of meeting God half-way! 
 
 B.  This compromise from Pharaoh has a strangely m odern ring to it! 
  1.  Some want to compromise by trying to serve without really ever leaving the land of Egypt! 
  2.  God is not satisfied with service rendered to Him when we have one foot in Egypt and one 
       foot in His service: 
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   a. He has called us out of darkness and into light: (I Peter 2:9)  
    1) We cannot walk in darkness and light at the same time (I John 1:5-6)  
    2) Some want the best of both worlds �  The world and God’s service �  It’s 
     like they are looking for a “shady” area to walk in! 
   b. You cannot walk the straight and narrow with one leg on that path while keeping 
    other leg in the broad way! 
   c. God says for us to get out of Egypt!  (2 Cor. 6:16-18)    
  3.  Jesus made it clear that God expects complete and total allegiance to Him! 
   a. We cannot serve God and something else! (Matt. 6:24)  
   b. Mark 12:39-30 ����  Love God with our whole heart, mind, soul, and strength  
  4.  There is no such thing as “meeting God halfway” �  We cant make this compromise! 
 
II.  Go, But Do Not Go Very Far Away: 
 A.  Pharaoh now offers what could have been a very  appealing compromise: 
  1.  As Moses rejected this first compromise by Pharaoh, we find another compromise being 
       offered:  (Exodus 8:28)  
   a. If Pharaoh would have just said, “GO!” much hardship could have been avoided, 
    but with each offer he adds his only stipulation 
   b. Notice:  He starts off sounding like he is giving in to the will of the Lord saying, “I 
    will let you go” �  But then he says, “ONLY… don’t go far away” 
  2.  Through his compromise Pharaoh is wanting them to stay close enough to Egypt that they 
       would still be within easy reach of the Egyptians: 
   a. With Israel close by Pharaoh could easily continue to keep his thumb on them 
   b. With them close by Pharaoh could easily go and bring them back 
   c. With Israel close by, they would have truly LEFT the land of Egpypt! 
  3.  Also through his compromise Pharaoh would be keeping the children of Israel close  
       enough to Egypt that they could easily go back: 
   a. If they went into the wilderness, but didn’t go far away, they could still see the lights 
    of Egypt on the horizon, hear Egypt’s music and laughter, and smell it’s food 
   b. There was a time after the Exodus when the Israelites forgot how bad Egypt was 
    and remembered only the good things 
   c. Had they been camping right at Egypt’s border, they could have easily returned! 
  4. Pharaoh’s compromise, though seemingly good, was just that – a compromise! 
 
 B.  Satan uses the same compromise today in his ef forts to pull Christians away from God! 
  1.  Most Christians have left the world… but the problem is that they haven’t left it far behind! 
  2.  Our problem can often be the fact that we love this world too much: I John 2:15-17  
   a. We want to serve God and be righteous and be pleasing to him 
   b. However, we want to hold onto things of this world at the same time 
  3.  It is easy for us to fool ourselves into thinking that as long as there is a slight difference 
       between ourselves and the world that we are okay! 
   a. Some want to take the world’s standards and go one step better than the world and 
    feel justified saying, “See, I am set apart from the world” 
   b. We must remember that our standard is not the world �  Our standard is the Lord! 
  4.  When we make this compromise we often see how close we can come to the world  
       without actually being a part of it: 
   a. We are not to be conformed to this world, but be transformed (Rom. 12:1-2)  
   b. We are to be “the light of the world” and “the salt of the earth” (Matthew 5:13-16)  
    1) Too often Christians don’t want to be shine real bright among darkness 
    2) Too often Christians don’t want to taste too different 
  5.  If we set our camp just outside of the city walls – returning will be easy and inevitable! 
 
III.   Go, But Leave Your Children Here In Egypt 
 A.  Because of Pharaoh’s hardness and refusal to s ubmit to the Lord’s instructions, the land 
      of Egypt is subjected to more and more devast ation: 



  1.  God sends three more plagues upon the land of Egypt: 
   a. The livestock are diseased and they die, boils inflicted both man and beast, and 
    hail came upon the land and destroyed the vegetation 
   b. All the while a clear distinction was drawn between the people of Egypt and God’s 
    people �  God’s people seemed to be spared from the plagues 
   c. Yet Pharaoh’s heart grows harder and harder and he continues to resist the Lord! 
  2.  As Egypt now lies a barren wasteland, Pharaoh’s own servants begin to see and  
   understand what Pharaoh cannot (Exodus 10:7)  
  3.  Pharaoh heeds his servants’ advice and offers another compromise (Ex. 10:8-11) 
   a. Do you catch what this compromise is?  He is in essence saying, “You go ahead 
    and sacrifice, but leave your CHILDREN here in Egypt!” 
   b. He may have thought:  “If we keep the children here, SURELY they’ll come back!” 
   c. But you see, God has more in mind for Israel than for them to simply worship in the 
    wilderness… that is part of the plan… God’s main goal at this point is to get 
    Israel out of Egypt! 
  4.  There is no way that they were going to leave their children behind! 
 
 B.  Are We (As God’s People) Leaving Our Children In Egypt?     
  1.  When it comes to your children – you cannot afford to compromise godliness and  
       righteousness for the sake Egypt’s things! 
   a. If your child spends 18 years growing up in Egypt – How can you expect them to 
    suddenly make a 180 degree turn to serving the Lord? 
   b. It is sad to see parents compromising, leaving their children in Egypt, all under the 
    guise of “Bettering My Child!” 
  2.  Some parents compromise, leaving their kids in Egypt for the sake of popularity ! 
   a. I.e. �  Cheerleading, dances, parties, friends, modesty, etc 
   b. Parents want so badly to see their kids liked by their schoolmates and successful 
    in sports �  May wind up compromising godliness and spiritual things for it! 
   c. If you raise your children with Egypt’s morals and values, listening to Egypt’s  
    music, with Egypt’s friends �  Don’t expect them to ever leave Egypt! 
   d. Parents have the power to raise children out of Egypt!  Too few have the courage! 
  3.  Are your children being raised with a “God-centered” focus ? (Eph 6:1-4; Deut. 6:4-9)  
   a. What emphasis do you place on spiritual things and righteousness when it comes 
       to your own children’s lives? 
    1) Worry children’s physical health & success in this world and go to great 
     lengths to ensure both! �  What about spiritual health and success? 
    2) What does it teach them if you are always sure they have their schoolwork 
     done, but do not make certain they are prepared for bible class? 
    3) What does it teach them if you are putting great emphasis on success in 
     sports and training but very little on their growth toward God? 
    4) If the only spirituality your children get comes within the walls of a church 
     building, you’re likely leaving them in Egypt! 
   b. What emphasis do your children see being placed on spiritual things and  
       righteousness when it comes to your own life ? 
    1) You kids will take notice of where you place the emphasis at in your life! 
    2) Do you pray regularly with them, study with them, taking time for spiritual 
     things �  Or do they see you sacrifice this for things of this world? 
    3) Illustration:  Cats in the cradle 
    4) Your children will likely learn and adopt whatever value system you have in 
     your own life �  Example preaches louder than words! 
  4.  What profit is it, if a man gains the whole world for his son, but loses his children’s soul? 
 
IV.   Go, But Leave Your Flocks And Herds Here In E gypt: 
 A.  There is one last compromise that Pharaoh lays before Moses: 
  1.  Following the last compromise two more plagues were brought upon the land: 



   a. What little bit was left after the plague of the hail, God sent a swarm of  locusts & 
    they devoured everything left �  Egypt had never seen anything so fierce! 
   b. Pharaoh still won’t let them go, so the Lord sends a great darkness over the land  
    �  So dense, the scriptures tell us, that you could FEEL the darkness! 
  2. On the heels of this Pharaoh offers his fourth and final compromise:  (Ex. 10:24-26)   
   a. Pharaoh’s compromise was for them to leave their possessions in Egypt 
   b. First of all, they couldn’t adequately worship without their animals to sacrifice; but I 
    really doubt this is the sole reason Pharaoh offered this compromise 
   c. He knew that if Egypt was where their possessions were, then they’d be back! 
  3.  He understood that it mattered very little where they went and what they did so long as he 
   had their STUFF back in Egypt! 
  4.  This was not acceptable �  There was to be complete & total severance of God’s people! 
 
 B.  Do We Compromise Righteousness For The Sake Of  Flocks And Herds? 
  1.  There is a connection between a man’s heat and his treasure (Matt. 6:19-21)  
   a. If our treasures and the possessions that really matter most to us are in Egypt  
    that’s where you will find our hearts! If it’s in heaven, our hearts will be there! 
   b. By profession we may have left Egypt, but by possession we might still be there! 
  2.  Jesus often warned of the exceeding difficulty that accompanies riches: 
   a. Easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle (Matthew 19:23-24)  
   b. Rich Farmer:  His possessions began to be his focus and emphasis, he forgot in 
    the midst of it to lay up treasure in Heaven! (Luke 12:16-21)  
  3.   Someone may say, “That’s all fine and good, but I am not rich!” 
   a. First of all, you don’t have to be rich for this to be a problem!  You can have your 
    heart in earthly treasures instead of Heavenly possessions and be poor! 
   b. But the fact is that the average American is richer than 90% of the world! 
   c. We have to constantly guard against the compromise of our hearts being in things 
    here instead of spiritual things 
  4.  We must not allow the things of this world to so consume us that they become our drive, 
   our focus, and thing our lives centers around! 
 
Conclusion:   The devil knows exactly what he is doing.  He kno ws that by getting us to compromise 
in one of these areas, he can win the war for our s ouls!  It’s not easy to leave Egypt… but if we are 
going to serve the Lord, it’s a separation that mus t take place! 
 


